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1.   When writing a Scriptural mechanical layout, it is important to understand all the aspects involved. 
Through this guide you will find guidance on making a useful scriptural mechanical layout. 
2.   A mechanical layout is simply the text reformatted so that you can observe the grammatical and         

rhetorical structure of a passage.  
3.   Here is a general set of rules you can follow when making a mechanical outline. Your professor      

may have different specifications for your assignment, so be sure to check the assignment         
description or with your professor if anything is unclear.  

1.   Independent Clause: A clause that contains a noun and a verb and can stand alone as a complete         
thought. “The man bicycled to work.” 

2.   Dependent Clause: A clause that begins with a subordinating conjunction (Although, if, as though,      
so, neither, nor etc.) and includes a noun and a verb. “If it snows tomorrow”  

3.   Phrase: A group of words that stands together in a sentence 
4.   Infinitive Phrases: An infinitive is a verb that acts as a noun. An infinitive is a combination of “to” + a      

verb. “To prepare for the test” 
5.   Participial Phrases: A participle is verb that is used as an adjective typicaly ending in -ing. A            

participial phrase begins with a participle. “planning to become a doctor”  
6.   Prepositional Phrase: A phrase the begins with a preposition (of, in, through, under, because...) and      

includes an object. “under the house”  
7.   Conjunction: A word that joins independent clauses (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 
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1.   Place each clause and longer verbal phrases (infinitive and participle phrases) on a separate line.  
2.   Indent dependent (subordinate) clauses and verbal phrases so that they appear above or under      

what they modify or represent.  
3.   Place lists of items and parallel clauses and phrases in vertical columns  
4.   Place conjunctions slightly to the left of the items they join. Important conjunctions should be         

placed on a separate line.  
5.   Color important repeated words and synonyms using the same color for each set of synonyms.  
6.   Highlight the main idea using bold text.   

rules
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1.   Dependent Clause 
2.   Prepositional Phrase 
3.   Independent Clause 
4.   Prepositional Phrase 
5.   Dependent Clause 
6.   Dependent Clause 
7.   Dependent Clause 
8.   Independent Clause 
9.   Prepositional Phrase 
10. Participial Phrase 

11-14: Parallel Items 
15.  Independent Clause 
16.  Prepositional Phrase 
17.  Independent Clause 
18.  Independent Clause 
19.  Infinitive Phrase 
20.  Independent Clause 
21.  Prepositional Phrase 
22.  Dependent Clause 
23.  Independent Clause 


