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This magazine is produced three times a year 
to provide students, alumni, parents, friends and 
donors with news from the institution, articles 
connecting our readers with our community 
and features on relevant Christian thought. 

MISSION STATEMENT
Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary & 
Graduate School exists to educate Christian 
students to think and live a biblical worldview 
and to proclaim Christ by serving Him in the 
Church and society.

VISION
Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary &  
Graduate School will be a premier learning 
community that intentionally develops the 
head, heart and hands of servant ministry 
leaders for global impact.

ACCREDITATION
Accredited through the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education and the 
Association for Biblical Higher Education 
Commission on Accreditation, LBC | Capital is 
also approved by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education and the Association of Christian 
Schools International. LBC | Capital is approved 
to operate in Pennsylvania, Florida and 
Maryland. LBC | Capital is authorized to offer 
online programs in all states where our online 
students reside.
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Dear friends of LBC | Capital,

                 e are living in days none of us 

                 imagined, none of us want and all of 

                 us wish would disappear. Through it 

                all (face coverings, temperature checks, 

alternative classroom and dining arrangements, 

remote learning, and on and on), our students, 

faculty and staff have persevered with joy. A big 

thank you to you all!

As I consider these days, I am thinking of Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s speech at the Mason Temple in 

Memphis, Tennessee, on April 3, 1968—the night 

before he was assassinated. In that speech 

King said: 

“We’ve got some difficult days ahead, but it 

really doesn’t matter with me now because I’ve 

been to the mountaintop.” 

There were horizontal and vertical aspects of 

King’s speech. By that, I mean King was thinking 

horizontally about life here on earth, specifically 

racial inequities. To that end, he was in Memphis 

in support of striking sanitation workers. But 

King was also looking vertically; his eyes were 

pointed heavenward. 

I want us to think about that, because it is 

when the eyes of our heart are looking up that 

we are most at ease when life is “going down.” 

How else can one stare difficult days in the face 

and say, “it really doesn’t matter with me now” 

unless that same individual has “been to the 

mountaintop” and had his heart renewed with 

a fresh glimpse of God’s power and might. 

This was the Psalmist’s experience. In Psalm 

121:1-2, we read: 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does 

my help come? My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.”

About this, Charles Spurgeon writes:

“What we need is help, – help powerful, efficient, 

constant: we need a very present help in 

trouble. What a mercy that we have it in our 

God. Our hope is in Jehovah, for our help 

comes from him. Help is on the road and will 

not fail to reach us in due time, for he who 

sends it to us was never known to be too late. 

Jehovah who created all things is equal to every 

emergency” (Treasury of David). 

Taking that look, resting in that power, we find 

strength for the difficult days ahead. About 

those difficult days, in the same speech King 

said this: 

“As you know, if I were standing at the 

beginning of time, with the possibility of general 

and panoramic view of the whole human 

history up to now, and the Almighty said to me, 

‘Martin Luther King, which age would you like to 

live in?’ … Strangely enough, I would turn to the 

Almighty, and say, ‘If you allow me to live just 

a few years in the second half of the twentieth 

century, I will be happy.’”

Friends, strangely enough, you and I can be 

happy in our difficult days because our hope 

and help are in the Maker of heaven and 

earth. As our fall semester wound down, the 

coronavirus wound up. Yes, we have difficult 

days ahead, but that’s OK. As Spurgeon noted, 

“Help is on the road and will not fail to reach 

us in due time, for he who sends it was never 

known to be too late.” 

As I reflect on my first year as President of 

Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary & 

Graduate School, I am profoundly grateful 

for the wonderful way you have embraced 

Shannan and me, supported LBC | Capital in 

your prayers and gifts, and worked with us to 

stay true to our mission of educating Christian 

students to think and live a biblical worldview 

and to proclaim Christ by serving Him in the 

Church and society. We are on mission locally 

and globally, as you will see throughout this 

edition of The ECHO.

As we move forward, let’s keep our feet firmly 

planted on earth and our eyes continually fixed 

on the mountain top. The LORD, the Maker of 

heaven and earth, is still where our helps 

comes from! 

In that gaze, we too can be happy!

W

Students from 
Around the World Fill 

LBC | Capital Classrooms

LBC | Capital is blessed to 
serve a current student 

body—undergraduate to
doctorate—from at least

35 countries. 

Albania

Bahamas

Brazil

Burkina Faso

Canada

China

Costa Rica

Democratic Republic
of Congo

Dominican Republic

Egypt

Ethiopia

France

Ghana

Haiti

India

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Kenya

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia

Mexico

Mongolia

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

Peru

Rwanda

South Korea

Spain

Syria

Uganda

United Kingdom

Zimbabwe
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              he summer between high school  
         and college, I went on a short-term  
         missions trip to the Czech Republic 
         to teach conversational English at 
an English camp sponsored by a local 
Czech church. 

Did I have any qualifications to teach 
English? No. Did I understand English 
grammar? No. What were my motivations 
for going, you ask? Probably just to say I had 
been to Europe. I had no idea this trip would 
drastically change the course I planned for 
my life. I had no idea I would one day live 
in Prague. No idea that on this trip I would 
meet my future wife. I had no idea I would 
be filled with a desire to do ministry in a 
place where less than 1% of the population 
are Evangelical Christians.  

In the fall of 2010, I began studying at LBC 
| Capital. I had greatly enjoyed my trip to 
Czech several weeks before, but I still had 
no intentions of becoming a missionary. I 
would graduate in four years and be a youth 
pastor in Lancaster. Around winter break of 
my freshman year, I went to ask the pastor 
who annually led the trip to Czech if I could 
return, even though I was no longer in 
high school. 

Right as I got to his office door, I suddenly 
stopped and felt slightly nauseous. I had a 
weird feeling that if I went to Czech I would 
somehow get stuck there. Thankfully, I 
asked anyway.  

My second trip to Czech was much different 
than the first. I realized I was not going 
because I thought it would be fun but 
because I really cared about the lost. I really 
cared about the country. By my second trip, 
the camp had added a sports option, and I 
taught softball (for which I am qualified), and 
I was assigned to room with a 14-year-old 
boy named Filip. 

Filip was not a believer and was extremely 
quiet. He also insinuated that he didn’t speak 
English—even though he did. I roomed with 
Filip because his older sister, Svatia, was in 
charge of assigning rooms. Even though we 
talked for a total of five minutes the first time 
I was in Czech, Svatia remembered that I 

T
By Jeremy Mueller (’14)
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seemed to be pretty normal and quiet, 
at least as far as American Christians go, 
and she did not want her little brother’s 
first real interactions with Christians to 
be negative. 

Filip is now my brother-in-law, and Svatia 
and I have been married for over five 
years. Just recently, I was reminded of 
all these ironic twists as I drove with my 
father-in-law past the hotel where the 
camp was held. 

Toward the end of the camp during 
my second visit, my premonition about 
getting stuck in Czech was partially 
realized. The youth leader, Boža, 
mentioned that he was helping to start 
an outreach-oriented music program 
in the fall, and they unfortunately had 
no one to teach drums. He asked me 
if I knew of anyone who might be 
interested, knowing very well that I play 
the drums. I knew immediately I needed 
to come back for this opportunity. I just 
had no idea how to accomplish it.  

My first inclination was to simply take 
a year off college, which was not ideal. 
Thankfully, I was encouraged to speak 
with the LBC | Capital registrar, who 
immediately saw a way for me to turn 
this trip into a semester abroad. I was 
then able to move my internship forward 
to my sophomore year, and the registrar 
encouraged me to add Intercultural 
Studies as a minor. Dr. Ed Scheuerman, 
Director of the Intercultural Studies (ICS) 
major at LBC | Capital, helped me prepare 
an independent study. The end result was 
a semester abroad involving an internship 
with a Czech church. I spent about half 
of 2012 living in the Czech Republic. 

Looking back, I see the ironic twists more 
clearly. I remember a highlight from the 
internship, which happened on my first 
day. I was dropped off at my apartment 
and told that Filip, my roommate at the 
previous camp, would pick me up for 
youth group that evening. He had heard 
the gospel nine months earlier at a 
camp from Czech Christians but had not 
responded. Instead, he mulled over the 
concept of Christ’s saving grace. When he 
picked me up, he told me how he now 
believed and decided to follow Jesus. 
After that internship, I realized I could not 
imagine myself doing ministry long-term 
anywhere else.

Without a doubt, I was stuck in Czech. 

Over the next three years, the Church 
& Ministry Leadership Department 
continually encouraged me to pursue this 
calling. I was able to learn more about 
ministry from Aaron Brown and Dr. Rick 
Rhoads and more about cross-cultural 
missions from “Dr. Ed.” This aspect of LBC 
| Capital is what I am most thankful for. I 
found a path I was passionate about, and 
these professors said, “Go for it, and we 
will help you get there.”  

Over the next several years, Svatia and I 
became closer friends, got engaged and 
got married. I also worked at a hospital, 
and then we moved to Massachusetts 
for two years so I could further my 
theological and biblical studies at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. 
But all the time, we never lost the vision 
of returning to Czech. Every step we took 
during our four years in the states was to 
return to Czech long-term.  

During our time at seminary, we met 
a recruiter for SEND International, 
with whom we had some strange 
connections. It turns out he lived in 
his wife’s home state of Connecticut 
and close to where I grew up. In fact, I 
actually heard her share at my church’s 
missions conference when I was 
younger. He, on the other hand, was 
from Pennsylvania and was sent by 
Lancaster Evangelical Free Church. We 
learned that SEND was an organization 
that focused on church planting and 
discipleship, and also, after years of 
having a large team in Czech, was 
now down to one woman in Prague 
and was looking to rebuild that team.

At this same time, Svatia and I were also 
preparing to return to Czech through 
Calvary Church in Lancaster. Calvary 
has a three-year training program for its 
Global Partners, and for those three years, 
we were mentored by a couple who 
spent decades in Italy as missionaries. 
Even while we were in different states, 
we were able to meet with them over 
Skype. This preparation was priceless.  

In the summer of 2018, we returned 
to Lancaster, having been accepted by 
SEND, to complete our training program 
with Calvary and begin raising support. 
This was something I was dreading. I 
am far from being a charismatic person, 

and displaying my passion about the 
millions of lost Czechs, as well as how 
few Christians live there, is not my forte. 
Thankfully, Svatia is a considerably 
more interesting person (and, more 
importantly, God is sovereign), and we 
were able to raise our support within a 
year. In September 2019, we boarded a 
plane in Philadelphia destined for Prague, 
along with our dog, Murtaugh, and the 
new discovery that Svatia was pregnant.

This past year has been an interesting 
one. We settled into a new apartment in 
Prague, and I started full-time language 
school. We joined a church in the city 
whose vision matched ours—of seeking 
to reach out to those around us. We also 
were joined by the Beverlys, another 
young couple, and along with them and 
our team leader, Susanne, have begun 
rebuilding the SEND 
team here in Czech. 
Our goal is within a few 
years to plant a church 
in a town near Prague 
where there is no local 
church.  

Other than language 
school, the majority 
of our ministry during 
the first months was 
focused on being a part 
of our neighborhood. 
We accidentally 
stumbled into joining a 
group at a café around 
the corner where we 
have quiz nights and 
cook-offs. Czechs tend 
to be very closed people, 
but over the past year we have fully 
become a part of this group.  

Now, however, we have to again learn 
how to reach our neighbors, without 
being able to be with them in person. 
During the first wave of COVID-19, Czech 
responded quickly with a lockdown, and 
there were relatively few cases here. 
We also were somewhat insulated from 
the pandemic due to the birth of our 
daughter, Emílie. Honestly, it is difficult to 
realize what in our life changed because 
of COVID-19 and what changed due to 
being first-time parents.

CONTINUED ON PAGE –8 –

“My second trip 
to Czech was 

much different 
than the first. I 
realized I was 

not going because 
I thought it 

would be fun 
but because I 
really cared 

about the lost.”
- Jeremy Mueller (14)
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This fall, however, the Czech Republic encountered 

a second wave and saw the highest rate of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths in Europe. By October and 

November and at the time of this writing, we were 

unable to meet with others, the hospitals in Prague 

are overflowing and a 500-bed military field hospital 

has been built to accommodate more patients. This 

time around, we personally know people who have 

had COVID-19, and some were affected seriously.  

My final semester of language school is on Zoom; 

church is on Zoom; team meetings are on Zoom, and 

the university small group we lead is on Zoom. We are 

only really able to wave to members of our group on 

the street or in the park while we walk the dog. We 

order takeout through the window of the café to help 

support the owner. Svatia made a meal for a nearby 

couple who just had a baby. However, we are unable 

to really be with any of them. It is times like these 

where we feel somewhat helpless. 

Thankfully, God does not really need us to accomplish 

His goals. God is not surprised by the pandemic, 

and He will be glorified. It is times like these when 

we need to rely on prayer. There is simply not much 

more we can do. We pray that in this time we will 

still be able to find ways to be a light for the gospel 

in our neighborhood, that the Church will be seen as 

seeking to help those who are hurting and that we 

will constantly point to the One in Whom we have 

reason to hope. 

(To learn more about Jeremy and Svatia Mueller’s 
ministry in the Czech Republic, visit send.org/give/
missionaries/mueller.)

C O N T I N U E D
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            t some point, every Christian   
            has been taught the Great 
            Commission. Jesus     
            commanded His followers to 
go and make disciples of all nations, 
but not everyone takes this seriously. 
However, Jiten (’12) and Rebecca 
(Ningshan ’06) Singh decided they 
would take this command to heart. 
From the beginning of their ministry 
together, they had a passion for the 
people of India and wanted to reach 
out to them with the good news of 
Jesus. God began taking them on 
a journey of growth and faith even 
before the Singhs became a family 
and began their work.  

While attending high school in India, 
Rebecca Singh visited a Bible college 
and heard of Lancaster Bible College 
| Capital Seminary & Graduate School 
through staff, including former faculty 
member Dr. Rick Fairman, who visited 
the college as a professor.    

“I wanted to pursue a degree in 
biblical counseling,” Rebecca said. 
“But there were no colleges in India 
with that major, so I came to LBC in 
2002 to get my master’s degree in 
counseling.” 

Rebecca speaks fondly of her time at 
LBC | Capital, remembering lunches 
with then-President Dr. Peter W. 
Teague, reading books in the library 
and learning more about the Bible 
through her classes. “I didn’t have any 
Bible background,” she reflected. “So, it 
was helpful to have to take all of those 
Bible classes.” 

It was during this time while getting 
her degree that Rebecca met Jiten 
during a visit home. “In 2004, I went 
back to India. (Jiten) was already in 
ministry after seminary, and he had a 
project in my hometown,” she said. 

“My uncle was friends with his 
uncle,” Rebecca continued. “We were 
introduced just because we were 
believers, and there weren’t many 
Christians in our people group. Jiten 
sent me an email after nine months. 
We started emailing and talking on 

A
By Katelyn Siple (’23) 
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the phone. We didn’t know anyone else in our 
people group who were believers, and we were 
of marriageable age.” 

She remarked that because of their age and 
culture, and because they had been praying 
together and talking for a while, it just made 
sense for them to get married, even though they 
had only met once. Rebecca graduated from 
LBC | Capital in 2006, and the couple married in 
2007—after which they began to “date” and get 
to know each other.

Rebecca began working at Calvary Church 
in Lancaster as a counselor while the couple 
participated in the church’s five-year cross-
training program to prepare for their work in 
India. During this time, Jiten also enrolled at LBC 
| Capital, intending to take just a few classes, but 
then decided to get his Master of Arts in Ministry 
with a Leadership Studies concentration, which 
he earned in 2012. 

Both Jiten and Rebecca are from northeastern 
India and have always felt called to minister to 
the unreached and unengaged people group of 
northern India. After completing their education, 
the Singhs were commissioned by Calvary 
Church in October 2013 and left for India in 
March 2014, firmly believing that when God 
called, He also provided.

After struggling with infertility, Rebecca and Jiten 
were blessed with two boys, who traveled to 
India alongside their parents and joined in the 
culture and experience.   

Northern India is a difficult place to share the 
gospel because of the culture and worship of 
the people. The Singhs say the best way to 
reach people for Jesus is to build relationships. 
In some cases, this starts with the children. “One 
Christmas, the kids invited all their friends to 
our house for cookies and apple cider,” Rebecca 
said. “Because of that, we were able to share the 
Christmas story with them.” The family also held 
a Christmas outreach event for everyone in the 
village to attend.  

The Singhs spent most of their time in a village 
in northern India where they found creative 
ways to serve the people there. Because it is a 
farming community, Jiten took time to learn 
about farming and agriculture and was able to 
provide tractors and other farming equipment to 
the people to use. Rebecca taught English to the 
women in the village, and those women in turn 
taught English to their children after school. Much 
of the Singhs’ time is spent building relationships 
with the people and attending their community 
festivals. This has proven to be a successful 

approach to getting to know the villagers and 
introducing them to Christ. 

Even with the success of building relationships, 
spiritual warfare presents a challenge. 

“The spiritual climate is very dark,” Rebecca said. 
“Everywhere you go, you see a temple with a 
tree or cow being worshipped.” The Singhs also 
deal with attacks on their health. But even with 
the challenge of overcoming cultural and spiritual 
norms, the Singh family has seen God moving. 

“People are asking questions,” Rebecca said. “The 
joy of sharing Christ is so fulfilling. God has been 
opening doors.”  

Along the way, the Singhs have noticed many 
differences between America and India. “It is like 
night and day,” Rebecca remarked. “Everything is 
convenient and easy to do in the United States. 
But everything is made from scratch in India with 
much detail.” 

There is also a different class system in India, with 
a distinction between the rich and the poor, so 
the Singhs are intentional about treating everyone 
warmly when they invite them to their home. 
The Indian people are very warm and hospitable 
and are a community focused on helping one 
another. They visit each other unannounced, 
work together and celebrate festivals together.  

Living and working in India has been a growing 
experience for every member of the Singh family. 
Rebecca and Jiten have learned how to navigate 
a difficult spiritual climate and wait on the Lord 
for the things they need. Their boys learned 
about Jesus at an early age, both accepting Him 
into their hearts because of the impact He has 
had on their lives throughout their time in India. 
The family has seen trials and hardships, blessings 
and joys, but God has been working through it all. 

For those considering cross-cultural work, 
Rebecca has some advice: Be flexible and be 
ready for anything. “You have to be adventurous, 
willing to try new things,” she said. “You don’t 
have to like it, but you at least have to be willing 
to try.” Rebecca also recommends being humble 
and teachable, willing to help and learn. She 
remembers always loving other cultures, wanting 
to travel and having a spirit of adventure. These 
qualities have served her and her family well 
during their time in India. 

But the most important thing the Singhs have 
learned is to wait on the Lord and trust in His 
timing. He has provided for them and the people 
they serve again and again. 

(Learn more about the Master of Arts in Ministry 
by visiting lbc.edu/mam.)



“God has 
radically shaped 
the hearts and 
minds of rural 

pastors in Ghana, 
and they are a 

living testament 
to the impact of 
this program.”

- Emmanuel Kelvin Gyimah Adomako 
(’16 & ’19)

             he year 2020 has held plenty of challenges 
         for millions across the globe, but there is 
         reason for celebration in Ghana, West Africa. 
         This year, Emmanuel Kelvin Gyimah 
Adomako (’16 & ’19), a graduate of LBC | Capital’s 
Master of Arts in Ministry program, founded 
a ministry called eQuip Ghana: Rural Bible 
& Leadership Academy. The mission of the 
organization is to educate, enrich and equip a new 
generation of rural African church leaders who are 
Christ-centered and critical thinkers.

With an initial class of 18 students, eQuip Ghana 
was up and running in January 2020. The 
students in this program progress through biblical 
and leadership training through both in-person 
and online classes. These six-month classes are 
provided online by Lancaster Bible College | Capital 
Seminary & Graduate School, and graduates 
are presented with a Basic Bible and Leadership 
Certificate from LBC | Capital and eQuip Ghana.

Adomako was introduced to LBC | Capital when 
Pastor Bob LaForce of Red Lion, Pennsylvania, 
visited Ghana in 2011 as a missionary. Through their 
relationship, as well as interaction with LBC | Capital 
President Emeritus Dr. Peter W. Teague and God’s 
grace, Adomako found himself in Lancaster in the 
fall of 2012. 

After earning his bachelor’s degree in Student 
Ministry and Biblical Studies from LBC | Capital, 
Adomako worked as a ministry intern at Calvary 
Monument Bible Church in Paradise, Pennsylvania. 
He then earned his master’s degree from LBC | 
Capital in Leadership Studies. 

During his time in Lancaster, he was inspired with 
the idea for eQuip Ghana. After noticing that many 
rural pastors in his hometown were not properly 
equipped with the education they needed to better 
understand and teach God’s Word, he felt led to do 
something about it. 

He was specifically encouraged by Dr. James Ayers 
(’80) and Dr. Rick Rhoads. In pursuit of this dream, 
Adomako, his wife, Alice (‘20), and their children, 
Eugene, Jayden and Jeanette, returned to Ghana in 
July 2019. 

Much of Adomako’s encouragement in this new 
ministry endeavor comes from his family. He and 
Alice were married in March 2012, and she became 
a registered nurse in Ghana after earning a degree 
in General Nursing from Kumasi Nursing and 
Midwifery Training College. She then attended LBC 

| Capital online and earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in General Studies. 

Life in the Adomako family includes both 
challenges and rewards as they seek to honor 
the Lord in the time they spend together. “Our 
challenges and rewards are in the daily attempt 
we make to honor and serve God and each 
other through intentional moments of silence 
and solitude, much-needed breaks, places of 
brokenness, forgiveness and goof-off moments,” 
Emmanuel shared.  

Although his family has been incredibly supportive, 
there were certain concerns as the foundations of 
eQuip Ghana were being laid. The largest of these 
was the fear of failure, but in search of courage 
and faith, Adomako chose to study Ezra’s studious 
and faithful character in the Bible. He found himself 
encouraged, uplifted and striving to have the faith 
Ezra embodied.  

As the ministry has grown and developed, 
Emmanuel has seen the grace and faithfulness 
of God revealed to him in various ways. God has 
radically shaped the hearts and minds of rural 
pastors in Ghana, and they are a living testament 
to the impact of this program. 

“Studying at eQuip Ghana ignited a love for the 
Word of God in my heart, and now my passion 
is to study and faithfully teach the Bible at every 
given opportunity,” shared Levi Tikouabou, one of 
eQuip Ghana’s students. Another student, Kasina 
Luke, shared how his humility has grown as he has 
studied the Bible.

eQuip Ghana’s three goals to “educate, enrich and 
equip” helps the ministry remain focused and on-
mission. Adomako believes that following God’s 
lead will result in an “army of faithful and committed 
men and women in Africa who by the grace of 
God will be sold out to the crucial cause of 
witnessing, winning and discipling souls for our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Although the ministry is based in Ghana, it has a 
strategic presence in the United States through 
several Christian organizations and churches. LBC 
| Capital provides six Bible courses the ministry 
uses in its programming: Creation and Covenants, 
Biblical Hermeneutics, Life of Christ, Early Church, 
Creation and Fall and Redemption. eQuip Ghana 
is also currently partnering with five churches and 
three ministries in the U.S. 

T
By Megan Rogers (’23)
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Perhaps one of the most interesting 
partnerships is with a public school 
district in Lancaster County. After 
hearing about eQuip Ghana’s need 
for technology, Pequea Valley School 
District stepped in and donated 20 
laptops through the kind assistance 
of Grace Point Church in Paradise, 
Pennsylvania. These computers were 
graciously received and are used for the 
online classes that LBC | Capital provides.

As eQuip Ghana continues to grow 
and flourish, the need for facilities and 

resources will also grow. Currently, 
the ministry leaders of eQuip Ghana 
are working on a building project to 
be named the Love in Christ Global 
Missions Center, a multipurpose building 
with a conference hall, offices, library 
and hospitality suites for visiting pastors, 
professors and missionaries. The next 
steps will be completing the windows, 
doors, furniture, wall plastering, painting, 
electric and water. The goal is to have 
the project completed by Easter 2021 so 
the building can be used next summer.

ECHO 13

Adomako’s journey led him from rural 
Ghana to the small town of Lancaster and 
then back to Ghana to serve Christian
leaders in his hometown. 

The experience, education and relationships 
that were developed through Adomako’s time 
in Lancaster have proven invaluable as he 
serves his community in life-changing ways. 

(To learn more about eQuip Ghana 
or to become involved, visit 
loveinchristglobalmissions.com.)
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           rowing up, Tracy (Fejes ’91) Scoggins knew 
           she had a heart for orphans. When she was 
           in high school, her parents began providing 
           foster care, which showed her ways she 
could eventually do something within orphan 
care. Additionally, Tracy, who earned a degree in 
Bible from LBC | Capital, knew she could see herself 
adopting someday. 

Fast-forward to 2020, the year of the unknown, in 
which Scoggins and her family have now adopted 
Andrii, a Ukrainian teenager they previously hosted 
in their home. Orphan hosting is what led Andrii to 
the Scoggins family. 

When the Scoggins family first became involved 
with orphan hosting, they hosted children through 
various agencies. They then partnered with an 
organization called Open Hearts and Homes for 
Children, which is dedicated to improving the 
lives of Eastern European orphans ages 7 to 16. 
It operates as an international hosting program, 
in which these children are given a chance to 
travel to America to live in a Christian home. This 
program has resulted in hundreds of orphans 
building long-term relationships with people who 
give them hope and support for the future. The 
program currently provides hosting experiences 
for children from Latvia and Ukraine and spans 
either four weeks over Christmas or five weeks 
over the summer.

After deciding this would be a good program for 
them, the Scoggins family hosted a 15-year-old girl 
from Ukraine. They chose her specifically because 
she could not be adopted once she turned 16 in 
Ukraine. This girl did not find a family while being 
hosted; however, more than half the children 
involved in orphan hosting do find a family. 

After their experience hosting this girl, the Scoggins 
family decided they wanted to continue hosting. 
The next child was a 7-year-old boy from China. 
“I thought we were meant to adopt this child,” 
Scoggins recalls. She had always known she 
wanted to adopt, and she thought this boy was 
meant for their family. Her husband did not agree, 
however, and the boy returned to China. 

Two months later, Tracy received a call from the 

hosting agency telling her a family in Nebraska 

wanted to adopt the boy and wished to contact 

her. That family ended up being perfect for him, as 

they had previously adopted from China. He would 

be adopted into a family and gain three Chinese 

siblings. While it was hard for Scoggins to accept 

that this child would not be hers, she felt peace 

that he was meant for another family instead.

The Scoggins family next hosted two more boys 

from China before finally hosting the boy they 

would end up adopting—Andrii. At first, Scoggins 

believed this June 2018 hosting experience would 

be like the others. But four days into hosting Andrii, 

Scoggins remembers telling her husband, “This 

is our son.” Her husband, however, was not on 

the same page. He simply wanted to host. But 

Scoggins’ love for Andrii kept growing. “As the 

weeks went by, I felt more love for him and knew 

he was our son,” Scoggins says. 

Four days before Andrii was to board a plane back 

to Ukraine, the Scoggins family threw a birthday 

party for him. A friend of theirs asked if they saw 

themselves adopting him, but Scoggins’ husband 

answered no. 

Leading up to Andrii’s departure, a friend phoned 

Scoggins to encourage her. This friend was about 

to adopt a child of her own. She told Scoggins to 

trust God and not to underestimate what happens 

at the airport.

Scoggins remembers dropping Andrii off at the 

airport, sobbing as she said goodbye to him. On 

the way home from the airport, her daughter asked 

if “pursue” meant “adopt.” Her daughter continued 

to say she thought they should “pursue” Andrii. In 

response, Scoggins’ husband said they would pray 

about it.

“It was like watching Jacob wrestle with the 

angels over the next few weeks,” Scoggins says 

as she reflects on her husband grappling with 

the idea of adopting Andrii. She did not want to 

manipulate her husband into saying yes, so she felt 

obligated to leave the room whenever he brought 

G

“My time at LBC 
trained me to 

just take the next 
faithful step 
when I feel a 

leading from the 
Lord, even when 

I don’t know 
exactly where 

He’s leading me.”
- Tracy Scoggins (’91)

By Amanda Eavenson (’20)
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up the subject. A few weeks later, 

her husband said he was ready to 

take the next steps—an answer to 

Scoggins’ prayers. 

Over the course of the next two 

years, the Scoggins family hosted 

Andrii four times. Open Hearts and 

Homes for Children has a rule against 

re-hosting a child unless that family 

plans to pursue adoption. This meant 

the Scoggins family had to be serious 

about adopting Andrii. 

After finally being emotionally and 

financially ready to adopt Andrii, the 

family found out he had not been 

put on the Ukrainian registry. It took 

four months to have him added, and 

he then had to be on the registry for 

14 months before they could adopt 

him. Then COVID-19 hit.

All these circumstances pushed the 

adoption back further, but the family 

never once doubted God’s provision 
through it all. Finally, on Sept. 1, 2020, 
Andrii’s 16th birthday, the Scoggins 
family was able to bring him home to 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Scoggins’ story reflects the emotional 
ups and downs many families deal 
with when deciding to adopt. It was 
all worth it, however, to make Andrii 
a part of their family. Scoggins would 
not change a thing about her family’s 
journey because she is confident in 
God’s timing in bringing Andrii to 
them.

Scoggins is passionate about bringing 
awareness to orphan hosting. “A few 
weeks of your life could change a 
child’s life forever,” she says. Even if 
families do not feel led to hosting, 
there are countless ways to support 
those who do host children. “Everyone 
can do something. Orphan care is 
more than adopting.”

She recognizes the importance of 
her time at LBC | Capital through her 
adoption journey. 

“My time at LBC trained me to just 
take the next faithful step when I 
feel a leading from the Lord, even 
when I don’t know exactly where 
He’s leading me,” Scoggins says. “That 
God doesn’t call the equipped, He 
equips the called.”

Her time at LBC | Capital also included 
friendships that continue today. 

“The friendships that I made at LBC, 
that I still have to this day, have been 
the most precious to me,” Scoggins 
says. “Godly men and women 
who supported us throughout our 
adoption journey.”

(Ready to start the process to earn a 

Bible degree from LBC | Capital? Visit 

lbc.edu/bible.)

Chris, Andrii and Tracy Scoggins
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            rgert Vlashaj (’20) celebrated his graduation              
            from LBC | Capital in September 2020. Armed
            with his new Master of Arts in Marriage, Couple 
            & Family Counseling degree, he and his wife, 
Shpresa, plan to return to his home country of Albania 
to start the ‘Mustard Seed Counseling Ministry.’  

LBC | CAPITAL: Please tell us about growing up in 
Albania.

Orgert Vlashaj: I was born in Albania in 1982, and at 
that time my country was under a fierce communist 
dictator, Enver Hoxha. The communism we experienced 
was similar to North Korea. In 1967, Albania was declared 
as the first atheist country in the world; churches and 
mosques were destroyed, and priests were imprisoned. 

Even though I was a child, I still remember the 
economic hardships and the challenges of living under 
the communist regime. In 1991, Albania became a 
democratic government and was open to the rest of the 
world. Until that time, Albania was isolated, from 1944-
1991. In the ’90s, many Christian missionaries flooded 
Albania, and during this period I accepted Jesus as my 
Lord and Savior. 

God has blessed Albania with a gorgeous Mediterranean 
coastline and beautiful mountains. We are very 
hospitable people and open to receive from the 
Western culture. 

I was born in a small family with my mom and dad and 
two siblings: a sister and a brother. When I was growing 
up, many Albanians immigrated to the nearby countries, 
mainly Greece and Italy, because of the economic 
hardships. Unfortunately, the immigration phenomenon 
has not stopped to this very day, and now Albania is 
experiencing a “brain drain,” which has a lot of economic, 
social and spiritual consequences for the whole country.

Despite these challenges, I am grateful to God for 
preparing me to become the person He wanted me to 
be. God has also put in my heart a lot of love for my own 
people and, through His grace, I would like to bless them 
with the gifts He has lavished upon me and my family. 

LBC: How did you hear about LBC | Capital, and why did 
you choose to attend?

OV: I heard about LBC | Capital from a friend of mine 
who served as a pastor in Albania. In February 2017, I 
arrived in the states and visited several colleges in the 
area. First, what stood out to me was that the LBC | Capital 
staff I met in the Counseling & Social Work Department 
were very friendly, and they explained in detail the 
counseling program. The main reason I decided to 
attend LBC | Capital  was because the college was very 
hospitable to internationals by offering scholarships and 
opportunities to have on-campus jobs. In fact, right after 

G
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I was enrolled at LBC | Capital, I had the 

privilege to work on campus in the 

role of Public Safety Officer under the 

leadership of director Robert Wegman 

and supervisor Matthew Day. 

LBC | Capital was also located in an 

area where, by God’s providence, I had 

brothers and sisters in Christ whom I 

knew before I came to the states. In 

fact, as I look back, I can clearly see 

how God orchestrated in putting all 

things together to equip me for the 

ministry to which He has called me 

and my family.  

LBC: What was your educational 

background before LBC | Capital?

OV: I completed high school in 

Albania and then moved to Lithuania 

and completed a double major in 

English and Theology from LCC 

International University. When I 

graduated from LCC, I sensed a clear 

call from God to go back to Albania 

and work for a Christian organization. 

By God’s providence, I immediately 

started to work for World Vision in 

Albania and Kosovo until 2017.

LBC: Tell us about your heart for 

marriage and family counseling.

OV: The more I was involved in 

the lives of the families who were 

experiencing a lot of financial and 

spiritual challenges while I was 

working for World Vision, the more I 

realized the importance of counseling 

families to help them make the right 

decisions for their lives. 

As I was reflecting on these matters, I 

also noticed that the Church of God 

in Albania does not have counselors 

who can help believers on their 

journey of faith. Many families 

and couples in the Church of God 

need counseling but do not have 

anywhere to share their challenges 

and difficulties. I strongly believe that 

helping the embattled families and 

couples who are experiencing distress 

in a godly way is one of the best ways 

to have a better and peaceful society. 

LBC: Why do you feel led to return to 
Albania to use your newly acquired 
skills and education?

OV: Marriage and family therapy is 
a foreign concept in Albania. In fact, 
to my awareness, there is not even 
one Christian counseling ministry 
that offers marital and premarital 
professional counseling. This is the 
reason we sensed from God to name 
this ministry “Mustard Seed Counseling 
Ministry,” which will offer premarital 
and marital counseling. In addition, 
we will provide for churches an 
opportunity to train lay counselors 
who have a heart to support their 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

We are planning to return to Albania 
in July 2021. Since my graduation 
from LBC | Capital, the plan was to stay 
one more year here in the U.S. to gain 
more experience and knowledge in 
the counseling profession. Currently, 
I am working for Pennsylvania 
Counseling Services, and I am also an 
independent contractor for Upward 
Call Counseling Services. We are 
also looking for partnerships that will 
support our ministry financially.

LBC: How did LBC | Capital play a role 
in choosing your career?

OV: I chose LBC | Capital because I 
wanted a professional counseling 
degree that is taught based upon the 
Christian worldview. The combination 
of the two helped me to choose LBC | 
Capital and this career. 

LBC: How did LBC | Capital help shape 
you into the counselor you are today?

OV: LBC | Capital provided for me all 
the conditions to learn and stretch 
myself as a counselor. The friendships 
I developed with my classmates, my 
colleagues, professors and LBC | Capital 
staff have contributed immensely 
in my personal development as a 
therapist and a believer. What I also 
learned from LBC | Capital was that 
there was a genuine love toward me 
as a person.  

Furthermore, something beautiful I 
noticed at LBC | Capital was that no 

matter what title or rank or status staff 
and faculty had, they still connected 
with me on a personal level. I thank 
(LBC | Capital President Emeritus) Dr. 
Peter W. Teague and (President) Dr. 
Thomas L. Kiedis for showing love and 
affection to me and to all the students. 
I am also very grateful to Dr. Ryan 
Kuehner (Chair of the Counseling & 
Social Work Department) and Praveen 
Rudra (Assistant Professor, Clinical 
Counseling Manager and Multicultural 
Liaison), who were the first staff 
members I encountered when I 
visited LBC | Capital. Their genuine 
care influenced me to choose LBC | 
Capital for my future career. 

LBC: What do you value about being 
able to be in ministry alongside your 
wife?

OV: My wife, Shpresa, and I are 
carrying the burden of this ministry 
and the joy it brings forth together. 
Shpresa just completed two courses 
from Light University as a Mental 
Health Coach, which will greatly 
serve for this ministry. 

Her name, Shpresa, is literally 
translated as “Hope” in the Albanian 
language. I can wholeheartedly say 
with full confidence that my spouse 
was my hope and my courage when I 
was navigating though the storms and 
challenges of deadlines, paperwork, 
research and internships. I am 
endlessly grateful for her gentleness 
and care.

I can hardly wait to see how God will 
use the ‘Mustard Seed Counseling 
Ministry.’ Our prayer is for God to 
plant this seed on good soil so it will 
produce fruit for future generations. 
When we return to Albania, we will 
still be on a journey! In fact, as a 
believer, I feel that we are all pilgrims 
following the Star of David, wherever 
He leads us, for His glory!

(Discover more about the Master of 
Arts in Marriage, Couple & Family 
Counseling at LBC | Capital by visiting 
lbc.edu/ma-mcfc.)
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Newton Midamba

Vanessa Kibirige Jesse Ntaborwa

       n a Gospel Coalition article titled “The Future   
      of World Christianity is African,” writer Philip 
      Jenkins states that Africa will be home to more 
       than a billion Christians by 2050. This, he notes, 
is by far the largest concentration of Christians on 
the planet. His assessments are based on fertility 
rates and projections by scientific studies that show 
the region’s population is expected to triple in size 
by 2100. 

It is, however, important to note that this growth will 
happen alongside improved infrastructure, growth 
in innovation and an increase in consumption of 
homemade products. For the projected billion to 
be Christians in word and deed, there is need for 
a new crop of ministry leaders and pastors who 
have Bible-based training, are open to collaboration, 
and integrate the Christian faith and discipleship 
practices into African culture.

Assessing the situation in Kenya, Newton Midamba, 
who works with a network that serves leaders from 
over 500 churches, notes that “very few church 
leaders have a solid background [in theology]. Many 
of them work from a ‘calling’ point.” This statement 
is a true representation of the state of Christianity in 
the continent. Most churches operate like personal 
businesses with no accountability.

To curb this, the Rwandan government passed 
a law that required Christian and Muslim clerics 
to have at least a bachelor’s degree and some 

form of certification in religious studies. 
Shortly after this 

directive, theological schools were asked to stop 
operating if their educational standards did not align 
with those of local universities. 

Though these steps were met with mixed reactions, 
they need to be looked at from the effect they have 
on the current church in Africa—and the future of 
Christianity. Midamba, who like many leaders has 
read the Bible several times, attended a Biblical 
Narrative class through LBC | Capital. “I have a deeper 
appreciation for the Bible and feel more confident 
when asked to address the pastors and leaders in 
our network,” Midamba shares after taking the class.

Uganda’s Vanessa Kibirige, who has been a 
Christian since 1997, shares similar sentiments. “After 
my Biblical Narrative class [at LBC | Capital], I felt 
challenged by the fact that I had never read through 
the Bible or thought of its narrative,” she says. “After 
that class, my family and I started reading the Bible 
together and considering its meta-narrative.”

Jesse Ntaborwa, a Creative Arts Director for Watoto 
Church in Uganda, confirms the impact of biblical 
training. “The Biblical Hermeneutics and Bible 
Narrative classes have been instrumental in how I 
write sermons,” he says. “I feel more effective in 
my role.”

For leaders who know the value of getting quality 
education, cost is a hindrance. Meeting the
demand and mitigating challenges calls for 
collaboration among 
African leaders and 

I

By Sitawa Wafula (’22) 

MANY MAY BE UNAWARE THAT LBC | CAPITAL OFFERS A TWO-YEAR MASTER OF ARTS IN CONTEXTUALIZED 
PASTORAL MINISTRY IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PASTORS DISCIPLESHIP NETWORK (PDN) IN KAMPALA, UGANDA. 

CURRENT STUDENTS IN COHORT 5 SHARE BELOW THE IMPACT OF THE PROGRAM ON THEIR LIVES AND WORK.
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Jean Kashangoha Anthony Dandato

with those outside the continent. Anthony 
Dandato, National Director of Zimbabwe’s 
Fellowship of Christian Unions (FOCUS), 
which is Africa’s equivalent to InterVarsity, 
has worked in ministry with some 
theological training, but says, “I wanted 
to gain additional skills so that I can serve 
better but could not afford the cost of doing 
a master’s program.”   

Through the collaboration the Uganda-
based PDN has with LBC | Capital, African 
leaders have access to training at a 
subsidized rate. This collaboration has 
also made it possible for Rwanda-based 
children’s ministry leader Jean Kashangoha 
to continue her education. “I was in a Bible 
School in Rwanda that was shut down 
when the government issued its directive,” 
she says. “Thanks to this PDN program, I am 
able to finish my education.” 

Another thing Kashangoha likes about 
the program is the space it provides for 
different African leaders to interact. “We 
have a WhatsApp [group] we use to pray 
for each other, discuss class materials and 
share about our ministries,” she says. “This 
sense of community is the best part of the 
program. I will definitely keep in touch with 
them when we graduate in May.”

Collaboration among these African 
leaders also helps put things into the local 
context. This is one of the elements that 
drew Dandato, who doubles as a council 
member of The Gospel Coalition Africa, to 
the program. “I get to interact with pastors 
and leaders from Kenya, Uganda, DRC 
(Democratic Republic of the Congo) and 
Rwanda as we learn and discuss things that 
affect Christianity in our region,” he says. 

Ntaborwa mentions one of these classes 
when speaking about context. “Church 
history showed me that Christianity is not 
a white man’s religion,” he shares. “This 
has made it easier for me to share about 
Christianity and challenge those who see it 
as a foreign religion.”

The students in the program agree that 
there is a need for discipleship among 
ministry leaders and pastors in Africa in a 
way that speaks to them. Dandato plans 
to extend the impact of the tools he’s 
received to those with whom he works. “I 
am currently working on a discipleship tool 
for staff workers in our nationwide program 
that includes crafting a rule of life and other 
practical things for our context that I am 
learning in the program,” he says. 

Midamba is looking at the possibility of 
helping in the creation of structures that 
support continuous learning for pastors
and church leaders in Kenya. Kashangoha 
is already using what she is learning in class 
to disciple a team of over 100 volunteers 
she oversees.

As the world looks at Africa to spearhead 
the next leg of Christianity, African pastors 
and ministry leaders should prepare 
themselves by getting Bible-based training, 
opening up to collaboration and integrating 
the Christian faith and discipleship 
practices into African culture. The rest of 
the world can chip into these efforts by 
supporting initiatives by African leaders 
and collaborating with institutions like LBC 
| Capital that are already offering training 
opportunities. 

(To learn more about LBC | Capital’s 
partnership in Uganda, visit lbc.edu/uganda.)

NAME: David Opoki (’17) 

WHERE I LIVE: Jinja, Uganda 

WHERE I WORK: Professor at Alpha-Omega 
Seminary, Global University 

MY EDUCATION AT LBC |  CAPITAL: Master of Arts 
in Ministry

HOW MY AT LBC  |  CAPITAL EDUCATION PREPARED ME 
FOR THE WORK I DO: My studies at LBC | Capital have 
developed in me an awareness of the modern-day 
problems and issues in the Church and in society, 
and I am more equipped to meet those challenges 
in a way that glorifies God. 

THE BEST PART ABOUT MY JOB IS: Coordination of 
student-related programs at the seminary and also 
responding to students’ needs, directing admissions, 
collaborating with different departments and 
planning social programs for students.

MY LIFE’S BIBLE VERSE IS: Philippians 1:6   ‑“And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 

THE LAST BOOK I READ WAS: “Mixing God with 
Money” by Dennis O. Tongoi 

WHEN I HAVE 30 MINUTES OF FREE TIME, I LIKE TO: 
Study the Word and pray 

MEET MY FAMILY: We are a family of seven: three 
sons and two daughters. We all love and serve the 
Lord. My wife, Sylvia, is a singer and teacher of 
the Word.
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           on Denlinger (‘83) and his wife, Joan, have 
            never ministered outside of North America. This 
            couple, however, has found themselves serving 
            in the “foreign lands” of disability and long-term 
care for those they love the most: their family members. 

“We have not always taken the typical course,” said
Ron.“Not because of being novel but because of 
circumstances.”

Their circumstances have meant the Denlingers have 
cared for three disabled children, two of whom are still 
living, and now Joan’s parents. All while they also raised 
a healthy son and ministered to church plants with Rural 
Home Missionaries Association (RHMA). 

Their journey, however, was not planned to go that way. 
Ron and Joan were born and raised in Lancaster County. 
Ron earned his B.S. in Bible from LBC | Capital, and Joan 
earned her nursing degree from Lancaster General School 
of Nursing. Joan initially dreamed of being a missionary 
nurse. Ron considered church planting overseas but was 
introduced to RHMA. 

They started dating when Ron was in his third year at LBC 
| Capital and Joan was in her first year of nursing school. 
They married in 1984. They worked to raise money and 
support, even in record time, to be missionaries with 
RHMA. The plan was to serve in Connecticut to plant 
churches. 

Then they learned their 3-month-old daughter, Kari, was 
diagnosed with a severe and grave disability—a disability 
that, even now at the age of 34, leaves her functioning 
at the level of a 6-month to 1-year-old. Ron and Joan 
thought twice about their church planting plans, yet they 
also knew they would still be close to good doctors and 
the care their daughter would need. 

“I remember when we were debating church planting and 
Kari’s disabilities,” said Ron. “Because God was providing, it 
seemed right to take the next step.”

As they worked on planting the church and raising Kari, a 
second child, Ryan, joined their family. While he was never 
officially diagnosed with the same disorder as Kari, he 
showed similar features. As they noticed Ryan’s disability, 
they decided it was important to return closer to home 
for more family support and put ministry to the side for 
a bit. RHMA, however, still wanted them to find a way to 
continue in ministry. 

“During his 25-year tenure with us at RHMA, Ron was 
a trailblazer,” said Ron Klassen, Executive Director of 
RHMA. “Ron has an uncanny ability to see how things are, 

envision how things could be and then discern how best 
to get there.”

Continuing in ministry came in the form of planting 
a church in Red Hill, Pennsylvania, 40 miles north of 
Philadelphia. A family friend, who was also a nurse, moved 
with the Denlingers to provide additional support to the 
family that was now continuing in ministry while caring 
for two disabled children. During their time in Red Hill, 
their son Jeremy was born. He is now 26, an LBC | Capital 
alumnus from the Class of 2015 and healthy. 

“We thought we would stay (in Red Hill) forever,” Ron said. 
“It wasn’t easy. Ryan died there.” Ryan was 5 (just shy of 6) 
years old.

They sold their home, saw their nurse and friend marry 
and packed their family of two children into a RV to 
start a commitment to provide support to multiple 
church plants across the country. For five years, they 
traveled the country and had “great experiences” serving 
small churches from North Dakota to Texas, Arizona 
to Nebraska, Colorado to New York, Wyoming to 
Connecticut and Vermont and states in between. 

As they ministered to church plants needing support, they 
also continued caring for Kari, who needed hip surgeries, 
endured seizures and needed frequent bloodwork draws 
from labs. Ron recalled finding labs in places like Las Vegas 
and Bismarck to have blood drawn and results sent back 
to Kari’s neurologist.

“The system worked great,” Ron said. He further explained 
the family would spend their down time exploring. 
Through this, Jeremy was receiving a deep hands-on 
homeschool experience—one that left him “roam sick” 
when the family next settled in Lincoln, Illinois, to work in 
a semi-established church near the RHMA headquarters 
and travel part time. They lived there for the next five years. 

Then they decided it was time to return to Lancaster 
County to provide support for their own parents. That role 
meant adding onto their home six years ago so Joan’s 
parents, who are now 88 and 87, could move in with 
them. They have also added Matthew, who came to their 
care as an infant through the foster care system, to their 
family through adoption. He is now 8 years old and has 
his own special needs.

Ron knows that those who also live in this foreign land of 
disability and caregiving can be so focused on being the 
caregiver that they become unhealthy and collapse on 
themselves. One day, he remembered coming home and 
thought, “Churches have mission statements.” He led his 
family through the process of creating a family mission 

R
By Jessica Whitmore M.A., Adjunct Professor, Communication & Media Arts Department
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statement: “We uphold the sanctity of human 
life through our sacrificial love for one another 
and our service to others,” with Acts 20:35 as 
the family verse.

Through COVID-19, the Denlingers have 
looked at themselves similar to the staff of 
a nursing home. Ron and Joan realize they 
depend on each other to provide the long-
term care to those in their family. 

They understand that if one of them gets 
sick, the work goes completely on the other 
person. Their precautions keep this all in mind. 

“I would say that Ecclesiastics 4:9 speaks best 
of the teamwork aspect of our marriage and 
life ministry,” said Joan. “Seeing and respecting 
the differences in our personalities and 
blending them to build the kingdom of Jesus, 
and I do think we have ‘good reward for our 
toil.’ It is encouraging to look around and see 
what God has produced through us.”

Ron acknowledged his education at 
LBC | Capital helped prepare him for the 
unexpected journey he and Joan have had. 

“I got a great education at LBC,” Ron said 
as he further described that his education 
challenged him to think and learn. It gave 
him a process and education for a strong 
theological foundation for planting and 
pastoring churches. He reflected on the 
professors and the focus they had of serving 
other people, especially the students, with 
humility.

“Many times in his preaching and teaching, 
I would hear him give credit to different 
professors from LBC—many things that he 
has never forgotten,” said Joan. “He has 
passed on his passion for loving the Word to 
myself and our son, who also was inspired 
to graduate from LBC. I can only hope the 
love for God’s truth will be passed on to even 
more generations.”

Part of passing that on to others includes the 
Denlingers being guest speakers in an LBC | 
Capital course called “Theology of Disability” 
taught by Dr. Joseph Kim and his wife, Nina. 
While visiting the class, the Denlingers help 
students gain a perspective on the challenges 
of having disabled children and understanding 
how churches can better respond to families 
like theirs.

“It’s an unusual place we have landed,” Ron 
shared. “Each circumstance we’ve faced and 
made adjustments. None of them we had 
planned. And it’s OK and good. That’s been 
true of different aspects of our lives. See the 
good, be content and make adjustments to 
the new ‘foreign lands’ that God’s called us to.”

(The Denlingers have published three books on 
their experiences: “Joy in a Foreign Land,” “Faith 
in the Heartland” and “Have We Lost our Head?” 
Ron also blogs and provides podcasts on their 
website: JoyinaForeignLand.com.)
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                y name is Talo Sataraka from American  

                Samoa, and I am a pastor of an   

                international church called New Hope 

                 Tokyo. My wife, Noriko, and I founded and 

pastored this church with 12 people 20 years ago. 

New Hope Tokyo has since grown and planted eight 

churches in Japan, one in South Korea and one in 

Taiwan. Some of my duties involve being a director 

of our New Hope Japan and Asia association of 

churches. New Hope Asia is in Myanmar, Philippines, 

Singapore and Taiwan. 

New Hope Tokyo is involved in reaching the 

younger generation and young families with the 

gospel. Japan is a nation that is still an unreached 

people group. In general, the Christian population is 

less than 1% of 126 million people. 

This statistic presents a tremendous challenge for 

evangelism and church programs directed at 

reaching the masses. The average church 

in Japan is at least 10 to 35 members on 

any given Sunday. People live busy 

lives in Japan. It is one of the main 

obstacles for people committing 

to a church. 

To serve the believers, New 

Hope Tokyo has a preschool 

and operates New Hope 

Academy as after-school 

programs for children. 

The church also runs 

the Pacific Rim Bible 

Institute to develop 

M
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church leaders for the church’s future. New 

Hope Tokyo has a one-year discipleship program 

called Life Change to bring wholeness to the 

members and prepare individuals to be disciples 

and leaders in the future. 

The joy of being a believer in Japan is that 

you are placed right among people who are 

not Christians. Unlike the Western world that is 

saturated with Christianity of all sorts, Japan is 

unique in the sense that you know most of the 

people you run into have not been to church 

before. The greatest joy is to be able to see the 

Japanese come to salvation and serve in the 

Church. 

Japanese brothers and sisters are an amazing 

group of disciples of Jesus. They are the most 

loyal and committed and are always thinking of 

ways to evangelize and share the gospel with 

their families, friends and co-workers. One of my 

greatest joys is seeing the churches that grow 

out of New Hope Tokyo continue to minister to 

the young believers who come to the Lord. 

Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field” (Luke 10:2, NIV). This is the mandate that I 

strongly believe in for us—the Church. We need 

more “harvesters” to join the field here in Japan 

and Asia.  

One challenge of a Christian is how to effectively 

share our faith with the people who surround 

us who have no idea who Jesus is. A positive 

aspect is that there are no restrictions on 

Christian activities. Japan is an open country, 

but the workers are few. As challenging as Japan 

is to the gospel, God is ultimately the One who 

is changing people and has brought them to 

salvation.  

Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary 

& Graduate School has been a tremendous 

blessing in shaping and developing my thinking 

on transformational leadership. The studies at 

LBC | Capital have helped me develop new eyes 

to see the need to develop young disciples and 

leaders for the Church’s future here in Japan.

The LBC | Capital faculty and staff are tremendous 

in their response to the questions I have about 

the studies, preparing and giving guidance 

where needed. The studies are demanding, but 

the professors’ interaction helps with pressing 

forward.

I am grateful for the opportunity given to be a 

part of the doctoral studies at LBC | Capital. The 

experience has been positive in developing 

my perspective for greater things ahead in 

my ministry. Thank you, LBC | Capital, for the 

opportunity to study at your great institution. 

(Ready to embark on a Doctor of Ministry 

degree at LBC | Capital? Visit lbc.edu/dmin.)  

“The studies at 
LBC  |  Capital have 
helped me develop 

new eyes to 
see the need to 
develop young 
disciples and 

leaders for the 
Church’s future 
here in Japan.”

- Talo Sataraka
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                y wife and I moved to East Africa to
                begin what we thought would be a 
                lifetime commitment to world missions,”     
                says Mark Story (’99). “We literally sold 
everything. Ultimately, physical illness brought us 
home prematurely.” 

Mark Story’s life journey is a testimony of faith 
and perseverance. After seven years of higher 
education, Story graduated from Lancaster Bible 
College | Capital Seminary & Graduate School with 
his bachelor’s degree in Christian Education. 

Following graduation, Story and his wife, Jill, began 
their faith-filled journey as they packed their life in 
suitcases and moved to Tanzania as missionaries. 
During their time in Africa, the Storys welcomed 
their first daughter into the world in Kijabe, Kenya. 
After living in Africa for just a short time from 1999 
to 2000, Mark contracted near-fatal falciparum 
malaria, which resulted in a permanent relocation 
to the United States, away from cross-cultural 
mission work—or so they thought. 

Upon returning to the U.S. and after he recovered 
from malaria, Story pursued his passion for mission 
work through the outlets of non-profit work and 
Christian ministry. Although Story did not remain 

in Africa, as he had originally planned for his life, 
God continued to bless the Story household as 
they welcomed their second daughter in 2002. 
Returning to the United States also gave Story the 
opportunity to further his education. He attended 
Eastern University and earned his master’s degree 
in non-profit administration.

Story works as the Director of Development for 
The Tide, a non-profit organization with U.S. 
headquarters in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
currently bringing the gospel to 11 countries in 
29 languages through radio broadcasts hosted 
by pastors and Christians within the cultures of 
these countries. Since 2018, Story has worked to 
widen the reach of The Tide’s ministry through the 
creation and coordination of unique fundraising 
events. “My primary role is raising money for 
ministry,” says Story. 

Ever since his perspective shifted during the 
mission conferences held during his time at LBC 
| Capital, Story has had a heart for other cultures. 
Story says his favorite part of working with The 
Tide is “seeing God at work and reading first-hand 
accounts of hope in Christ from radio listeners 
across the globe. The testimonies of new believers 
are a great counterbalance to the negative news 

“M
By Hannah 
Wheeler (’21)
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that is continuously churned out by 
our U.S. media outlets. The Tide is a 
source of good news both here in the 
states and abroad.”

One of Story’s accomplishments while 
at The Tide is his advocation for the 
inclusion of college students in the 
work of the ministry. “College students 
have a creative spark for life that some 
of us middle-agers lose,” says Story. 
“They also bring about a more diverse 
perspective to a team. In Zimbabwe, 
we literally lived off the energy that 
‘the girls’ had. College students are 
also very good at using technology, 
finding Wi-Fi hot spots and are quick 
to laugh at my fantastic dad jokes.”

In 2019, a team from The Tide traveled 
to Zimbabwe. With Story’s help, three 
Communication students from LBC | 
Capital joined the team to help gather 
marketing content for The Tide. “I 
recognized our need for high-quality 
media from the field to be able to 
share with our constituents. This 
included photography, videography 
and the written word,” says Story. “I 
was also aware that LBC students 
needed a cross-cultural experience as 
part of their graduation requirements. 
What could be better than to take 
Communication majors along with 
us to Zimbabwe?” 

LBC | Capital students also participated 
in one of Story’s unique fundraiser 
ideas: Year Beard, a yearlong event 
where men choose to grow out 
their beards for 12 months with the 
purpose of raising money for the 
missions work of The Tide. “I was so 
pleased to have two LBC students join 
the ranks of being Year Beard men,” 
says Story of the fundraiser that is 
planned again for 2021. “They helped 
legitimize the concept and brought 
some fun to the process as they tried 
out new beard styles.” 

Story has a deep appreciation for 
LBC | Capital, not only because of 
the students who have participated 
with The Tide, but also because of the 
education and life lessons he gained 
as an LBC | Capital student years ago. 

“Theological education qualified me 
for ministry roles at The Tide and 
other leadership positions within 
parachurch organizations,” says Story. 
“Biblical Hermeneutics taught me to 
think for myself [and] LBC … taught me 
how to express myself through writing 
in an organized, intentional way. I 
credit Dr. Raymond Ide for his help in 
the English Composition classes.”

Overall, God used Story’s time at LBC 
| Capital in preparation for what he 
would one day experience living in 

Africa, unexpectedly moving back to 
the United States, pursuing a master’s 
degree, raising a family and even now 
as he furthers God’s kingdom through 
the work of The Tide. 

“The missions conferences and 
international ministry opportunities 
forever shaped my worldview,” says 
Story. “The LBC experience taught me 
to finish what I started, to do my very 
best, that God is in control and that 
the world is a very big place. Attending 
LBC changed the entire trajectory of 
my life, truly.” 

Story’s life did not play out the way 
he had originally planned, yet he 
continually chose and still chooses to 
hold to his life’s mission, even in the 
midst uncertainties. “I draw handily 
from Ephesians 4:12. ‘Prepare God’s 
people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up,’” says 
Story. “I have traveled to 17 countries, 
had several different jobs and worked 
with wonderfully diverse people. I’m 
driven to serve others in a way that 
helps them to function at their highest 
and best use—thus advancing the 
kingdom.”

(Ready to read about the Church & 
Ministry Leadership Department at LBC 
| Capital? Visit lbc.edu/cml. Or learn 
more about The Tide at thetide.org.)



            he child must have looked like others 
         you may have seen in National Geographic 
         documentaries. A little boy, playing near the 
         water’s edge, his stomach distended far 
larger than normal, was oblivious to any dangers. 
Unbeknown to him, the water he played in and 
drank from carried unhealthy bacteria. The germs 
inside his body would have killed him.

“The missionary saved me in two ways,” he 
continued recounting his story to me. “He brought 
medicine that cured me physically. And he brought 
the Bible that saved me eternally.” 

A man born on a little island in the middle of the 
Amazon River in Brazil, South America, was now 
taking Ph.D. courses at Lancaster Bible College | 
Capital Seminary & Graduate School. And he was in 
my class. 

But I was learning from him. 

Ivanildo Trindade, lead pastor of Hilltop Community 
Church in Mansfield, Ohio, has been teaching as he 
has been learning at Capital Seminary. Trindade’s life 
has become a bridge between cultures. The pastor’s 
winsome spirit attracts others. His easy-going, 
inviting persona welcomes any stranger. His smile 
is infectious. Trindade’s preaching and writing is the 
perfect blend of biblical wisdom, theological depth 
and practical application. 

And he has just published his first book, “I Am Not a 
Bad Hombre: Insights on Race, Ethnicity and Culture 
from a Brazilian Resident Alien.” Ivanildo takes the 
reader on his journey to America, to becoming an 
American. The stories he tells are both empowering 
and embarrassing. 

“Empowering” because he gives the reader hope, 
the possibility of overcoming obstacles. Imagine, 
for instance, coming to a country where barriers of 
language inhibited basic communication. Imagine 
coming from the warmth of Brazil to the cold of 
northern Indiana in winter. You look out the window 
of your plane and all you can see is white. You 
wonder for a moment if you weren’t flying upside 
down, seeing not the ground but the clouds. All the 
cultural connections you had in your home country 
have now been replaced by views of life very 
different from your own. 

Trindade’s stories are also “embarrassing.” We learn 
that not all Americans may be as hospitable to 
strangers as we should be. We read of episodes 

where basic human kindness is absent and that 
sometimes our political views can usurp our 
Christian lifestyle. But then we are left with two final 
chapters where Trindade acknowledges his own 
growth and stories of generosity and grace exercised 
by folks in his now-home state of Ohio. And it is in 
the heartland of America that Trindade preaches 
and practices what he calls “a cultural roadmap.” He 
is quick to acknowledge everyone has their own. It 
is the responsibility of every person to know their 
roadmap and remember that other’s maps may be 
different.

Then there is the map of Providence. The Personal, 
Eternal Triune Creator, the Lord has side-trips on 
that map we don’t always see through the front 
windshield of life. Since January 2020, Trindade 
has had three brain surgeries. It seems another 
childhood malady caught up to him in adulthood. A 
serious headache sent the pastor to the emergency 
room, where doctors saw an abnormal amount of 
blood surrounding Trindade’s brain. The condition 
was life-threatening, and surgery was immediately 
scheduled. Following the final operation, the doctors 
have given Trindade a clean bill of health. His life 
spared again, Trindade presses on to complete his 
doctoral studies. 

In our conversations inside or outside the classroom, 
I have always been drawn to Ivanildo’s joy. Yes, 
there are many folks who radiate an appearance 
of goodwill. But when you meet Pastor Trindade, 
his words say “Welcome!” but his eyes confirm it. 
It is obvious that the Spirit lives in him. Trindade is 
a billboard for the wonder of a life transformed by 
Jesus. I have had the honor of teaching for many 
schools and have had thousands of students in my 
classes. But it has been a special honor to learn from 
Ivanildo Trindade.

It was on the second day of our Ph.D. class during 
a break we were having one of our conversations. 
“You should be on this side of the room,” I pointed 
to where I was standing, teaching class. “Someday, 
you should take my place.” After a few days of 
instruction, I knew; Trindade should be teaching 
where I am a professor. From the Amazon River to 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Ivanildo Trindade’s cultural 
roadmap traverses right through the heart of Jesus’ 
gospel.

(Ready to see if Capital Seminary & Graduate 
School is the next step on your roadmap? Visit 
lbc.edu /capital.)

T
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      nternational missions may not require a  
       passport or a plane ticket, as evidenced by the 
       work of a church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In 
       recent years, Lancaster has become a focal point 
for refugees. In 2017, Franz Strasser of the BBC named 
it “America’s Refugee Capital” since this city “takes 20 

times more refugees per capita than the rest of the 
U.S.” Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary & 
Graduate School students and alumni are working 
among these refugees in a local church. 

The Miriam-Webster Dictionary defines refugees as 
individuals “seeking refuge or asylum especially as 
an individual who has left his or her native country 

and is unwilling or unable to return to it because 
of persecution or fear of persecution (as because of 
race, religion, membership in a particular social group, 
or political opinion).” The needs for these people 
are enormous, and as the Body of Christ, there is a 
response in Leviticus 19:34 we must consider: “You 
shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, 
for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God” (ESV). 

  Dr. John Mwaura (’89) and David Kieffer, a 
Doctor of Ministry student in the dissertation phase 
at LBC | Capital, are doing just that at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church located “over the hill” from the 
college’s Lancaster campus. 

Each Sunday, Burmese and Congolese families 
worship at Westminster. The Burmese have a 
synchronous translation during one of the services 
while 130 Congolese have a separate worship service 
in Swahili. Mwaura, who has been a member of 
Westminster since 1987, preaches each week, whether 
in person in Lancaster or via Zoom from Kenya. 

Mwaura is no stranger to the needs of those traveling 
from Africa. When he arrived alone in the U.S. to study 
at Lancaster Bible College in 1987, he left his family 
behind in Kenya. “The first year was a difficult year 
trying to adjust into American culture and at the same 
time going through a difficult time without my family,” 
Mwaura remembers. 

A year later in October 1988, his wife, Rebecca, and 
their four children joined him in time for his LBC 
graduation in May 1989. That fall, he enrolled at 
Millersville University and graduated with an M.Ed. in 
counseling psychology. By 2002, he was back in class 
at the Pennsylvania State University and earned his 
doctorate in education in 2007. After retiring as the 
Director of the Graduate School at Bloomfield College 

in 2014, Mwaura started a much-needed dialysis clinic 
in Kenya and since then has traveled to Kenya at least 
twice a year. Today, with three grandchildren in his 
own family, Mwaura sees the importance of children 
being ministered to and acclimated as they adjust to a 
new life as well. 

At Westminster, children attend the English-speaking 
Sunday School while adults attend an ESL Sunday 
School class. In addition to Sunday activities, a free 
ESL class is available one evening each week with 
conversation practice an integral part. For the children, 
academic tutoring is available, with more than 35 
students utilizing sessions each week. Providing 
transportation is necessary for most of these events. 

Offering these services requires the help of the 
congregants of Westminster, and this need has 
increased significantly since the program’s inception. 
In 2011, the church reached out to Burmese refugees 
living in Lancaster, and in 2014, the refugee group 
began to include Congolese families who had been 
living in refugee camps in Tanzania for years. Families 
grew as children were born. Couples, siblings and 
families waited for the time when they would be 
allowed to come to the U.S. By 2017, the number had 
increased, and the trauma they had experienced was 
taking its toll on everyone involved. 

The work can be complicated for the members of 
Westminster, as the refugees come with significant 
concerns. The Sunday School teachers have had 
little training to prepare them to teach students with 
limited English or reading skills. Youth leaders also 
experience this, with the added elements of culture 
for adolescents. Many of the refugees do not have 
cars or transportation, and most arrive in the U.S. 
without the basic needs for living, such as furniture 
and other household items. These needs have the 
potential to overwhelm the local church. 

Kieffer, as part of the pastoral staff at Westminster, 
recognized this and set out to address this problem 
in his dissertation research. His goal is to increase 
support among church members for Westminster’s 
refugee ministry by improving the knowledge, 
awareness and skills of the various issues pertinent 
to refugees. He has designed a biblically based, 
community-networked, culturally intelligent, 
trauma-informed educational intervention that was 
implemented in late 2020. Moreover, Mwaura has 
suggested the need for providing education and 
awareness to church members so they can see 
refugees as fellow brothers and sisters in the 
kingdom of God.

I

Dr. John Mwaura (’89) preaches during 
a Congolese service at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Lancaster. 

Watch an amazing music video 
of the LBC | Capital Chorale 
performing the Swahili worship 
song, ‘Baba Yetu.’ Focus your 
phone’s camera on the QR code 
above to view the video, or visit 
lbc.edu/echo.
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Likewise, Mwaura and Kieffer agree that the 
LBC | Capital community of alumni can help 
meet refugee needs as well. For instance, 
they can volunteer for activities like arrival 
preparation, orientation, counseling, training 
and education; engage in spiritual nurturing 
programs; and introduce high school students 
to higher education programs. The hope is 
that these actions will help those serving to 
see this work as redemptively beautiful for 
refugees who have suffered so much. 

From those initial days in the local refugee 
group, four Burmese churches were planted 
in Lancaster between 2015 and 2017. These 
refugees came with a strong basis in their 
faith stemming from the work done in the 
early 20th century in Southeast Asia by 
missionaries. Their needs were primarily 
physical, and Westminster sought to meet 
these. During these years, there remained a 
number of Burmese families who wanted to 
maintain their membership at the church and 
have become contributing members. 

In contrast, the Congolese families come with 
a different understanding of Christianity and 
the Church as a whole. The combination of 
tribal influences with biblical teaching requires 
understanding on the part of local church 
teachers and leaders. It will be important to 
raise Congolese leaders who can spiritually 
guide the group with clear knowledge of the 
Bible, culture, trauma and language. 
Among the Congolese, there are multiple 
generations in each family, and each has 
a different level of cultural knowledge and 
practice. The youngest know the Congolese 

culture and speak the language but have likely 
never lived in the Congo, nor do they have 
the educational background to enter school. 
The middle generations want to provide for 
their families and adjust to American life but 
without losing their culture of language, foods, 
dress and family. Grandparents are just glad to 
have family with them and know safety.

Mwaura sees three top needs of refugee 
families. First, refugees need assistance in 
adjusting to a new culture. “It is critical to 
address the physical and psychical effects of 
trauma, language, parenting and issues with 
identity and belonging,” he says. Another need 
is education, with some refugee children 
behind in school due to language deficiencies. 
And third, adds Mwaura, there is a need to 
shift family dynamics and responsibilities. 
“The aftermath of traumatic events that these 
families have encountered and financial 
realities upon arrival to U.S. have led to a 
dysfunctional shift in family dynamics,” he 
notes.

Similarly, when looking to the future, Kieffer 
says there are three main goals for the Church. 
First, Americans must recognize that refugees 
have a different worldview and are faced 
with that challenge every day. It is not just 
requiring the refugees to learn the American 
culture and adjust to it. Instead, it is a need 
for the   welcoming church to accommodate                  
within a reasonable structure for them. 

Second, American Christians must work to 
clarify best practices for ministry among the

refugees and focus on trauma-informed 
training for those ministering to them. Finally, 
the ultimate goal is to prepare disciple-makers 
among them as a means of sustaining the 
Congolese church. 

Mwaura also sees several ways the Church as 
a whole can better meet the needs of refugee 
families in their communities. For instance, 
he suggests that churches develop a host 
family program where each church member 
family can “adopt” a refugee family and come 
alongside them. In addition, there is a need 
for developing Sunday School materials 
that are culturally relevant for children; 
initiating counseling programs and trained 
counselors who can address trauma and other 
psychological issues; and forming volunteer 
programs where transportation and driving 
lessons are provided.

These efforts are not simple but rather 
complicated. Refugees have complicated 
lives, and the efforts to meet their needs 
are complicated, too. There are potential 
eruptions along the way as the cultures 
intersect. But all must remember that this is 
something God is doing in our midst, and 
He ultimately will receive all the glory.

(For more information on the Westminster 
refugee program, visit westpca.com/serve-
refugees.) 

Participants in a Congolese 
service conducted in Swahili 
at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church worship together.



            t Lancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary 
            & Graduate School, students continue to 
            transition and pivot due to the global 
             pandemic that has impacted the world since 
early 2020. Meanwhile, students with a passion 
for international student teaching are still finding 
creative ways to engage with the global Church.

Several students had intentions to travel to other 
cultures to complete their student teaching 
requirements. Some, however, faced disappointment 
over canceled travel plans. But LBC | Capital’s faculty 
and staff found ways to help these young educators 
and the global Church through creative means to 
share God’s love. 

“The school we work with in South Africa is located 
in a remote area, with very little man-power,” shared 
Dr. Stacey Martin, Associate Professor and Associate 
Chair of the Education Department. “They needed 
help creating online lessons for their students, so all 
our student teachers ended up filming video lessons 
that were sent to this school.” 

Although LBC | Capital student teachers were 
unable to complete their placements in the spring, 
domestically or internationally, they still participated 
in life-changing experiences through creating video 
lessons for students learning across the world. “It was 
a win-win,” Martin said. “Our students got experience 
creating lessons, and the school received hundreds 
of video lessons to add to their media to help their 
students keep learning.” 

LBC | Capital is passionate about connecting with 
churches both locally and globally. A pastor in 
Lancaster County encouraged faculty at LBC | 
Capital to facilitate a connection with the school 
in South Africa. “He begged us!” said Dr. Bob 
Dodson, a professor in the Education Department, 
as well as Certification Officer and Field Placement 
Coordinator. “This pastor’s vision has actually 
come to fruition! We are going there, we are taking 
students, we are even leaving students there on their 
own to teach. There’s been a lot of wonderful things 
that have come from this.” 

LBC | Capital’s Journey Teams program allows 
students to travel and apply what they have learned 
in the classroom during short-term trips. Although 
Journey Team trips were canceled for spring 2020, 
a previous trip first drove Martin to South Africa with 
a group of students. Now, she is working to develop 

a 501(c)(3) for the school in South Africa to formally 
assist with financial and education-based resources.

The passion for serving others across the world 
doesn’t end with LBC | Capital faculty and staff. 
Countless students have been impacted by Journey 
Teams and other international trips facilitated by 
the college. 

“I taught at the school in South Africa during the 
summer of 2019,” shared Grace Pitcher (’22), an 
Early Childhood Education major. “I traveled with 
a Journey Team for 10 days, but then I stayed 
for two months longer to help the South African 
students to finish out their school year. LBC | Capital 
prepared me and helped me to create lesson plans 
and curriculum before I went so that I would be a 
successful teacher while living overseas. 

“I was worried that I would feel unprepared 
because I was only a sophomore at the time, 
and I was fearful that I wouldn’t be able to make 
it even teaching a full day in another country,” 
she continued. “LBC helped me to feel confident 
traveling and even living on my own in South Africa. 
Dr. Martin helped me to talk through lesson plans 
and other situations.”

Martin and the education students are so passionate 
about supporting this school in South Africa that 
during the pandemic, Martin made masks with 
artwork from the students of the school. She sold the 
masks for a small cost, then donated all the proceeds 
to the school in South Africa, which currently has a 
family of three as the full-time staff.

“LBC | Capital really does a great job during our 
classes to point out topics that would or wouldn’t 
work cross-culturally,” Pitcher said. “There are a 
good portion of students in our education classes 
who want to teach overseas, so often we receive 
knowledge in our classes about teaching in both 
the USA and other countries. I think this is so 
unusual in education programs but so helpful to 
me and many others.” 

Middle Level Education major Lydia Dice (’20) 
had planned to travel to South Africa to complete 
her student teaching practicum, but the trip was 
canceled due to COVID-19. “I was 10 hours from 
getting on a plane to South Africa when I received 
the call that I couldn’t go,” she said. “COVID-19 
canceled my second half of student teaching in 
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“God calls us 
to be agents of 
redemption in 
every part of 

His creation, so 
that includes 

other teaching 
and different 
countries.”

- Lydia Dice (’20) 
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South Africa and in Lancaster. I now disciple 
college students in a OneLife program that focuses 
on experiential learning, and we are able to be in 
person.”

Dice felt called to travel to South Africa to influence 
younger students who are learning and growing. 
Although her trip was canceled, her passion for 
serving others hasn’t been hindered. 

“I really respect different cultures and believe that 
they can teach me more about God’s truth in ways 
that I cannot learn in my own culture,” Dice said. 
“God calls us to be agents of redemption in every 
part of His creation, so that includes other teaching 
and different countries. I enjoy traveling and 
exploring all the goodness in God’s creation.” 

Joy Trumbull (’20) also experienced God’s 
sovereignty as she completed her student teaching 
placement cross-culturally on a Navajo reservation, 
where she is now serving as a full-time teacher.

“This whole trip is actually such an amazing 
picture of God’s sovereignty,” she shared. “He used 
[student teaching] to change the whole course 
of my teaching career. With coronavirus looming, 
my trip was almost canceled. It was a long two 
days of unknown. In the end, I got to spend 
March through May helping with virtual learning 
at Hilltop Christian School. It was during this time 
of long, quiet hours in God’s Word, many beautiful 
conversations with people across multiple cultures 
and exciting adventures in the heart of God’s 
most magnificent creation that I began to believe 
God might continue to open doors for me in the 
Southwest.” 

Students like Pitcher, Dice and Trumbull have given 
their passions and desires of international teaching 
to the Lord and allowed professors like Dodson 
and Martin to walk alongside them to foster these 
aspirations.

“It goes far beyond education!” Dodson said. 
“Everybody in every department at LBC | Capital 
has value to offer,” both internationally and 
domestically.

(Ready to learn more about education opportunities 
at LBC | Capital? Visit lbc.edu/education.)
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       ancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary &
       Graduate School is having an impact around 
          the globe. Our mission is to educate 
          Christian students to think and live a biblical 
worldview and to proclaim Christ by serving him 
in the Church and society. This mission is being 
realized on a global scale. As this map indicates, 
LBC | Capital sees interest from many across 
the United States and internationally who are 
resonating with what our seminary and graduate 
programs have to offer. Furthermore, the innovative 

delivery of our seminary and graduate degrees 
allows students to engage in our programs from 
places not possible before. 

LBC | Capital is continually seeking ways for our 
programs to be accessible to as many as possible 
because we believe the Lord is using LBC | Capital 
to equip kingdom-minded servant leaders. In this 
effort, we are envisioning new global partnerships 
to bring the mission of LBC | Capital to new regions. 
Additionally, we are preparing curriculum that is 

L

Meet Dr. Brian Pinzer, who began his new post of Vice 
President of Seminary & Graduate Education  at LBC | Capital 
on Sept. 15, 2020. As he returns to the college, get to know 
Dr. Pinzer a bit better by focusing your phone’s camera on the  
QR code at left to view his online Q&A, or visit lbc.edu/echo.

       Worldwide Applicants   
      to Capital Seminary & 
   Graduate School, August 
  2017-October 2020
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By Dr. Brian Pinzer, LBC | Capital’s 
new Vice President of Seminary 
& Graduate Education

culturally relevant and contextualized as well as 

designing course delivery that allows maximum 

accessibility with the highest standards of 

learning. LBC | Capital is also employing some 

of the best teachers in their subject areas who 

are mission-fit. Some of the programs that 

have the strongest global presence include LBC 

| Capital’s Ph.D. in Leadership, Ph.D. in Biblical 

Studies, Doctor of Ministry and Master of Arts in 

Contextualized Pastoral Ministry. 

Seminary and graduate education at LBC | Capital 
is growing, as the footprint of applicants, current 
students and alumni expands from regional to 
national and international. We are grateful for 
this growth because it reflects our commitment 
to the mission. Please join us in praying for a 
continued impact around the globe as we seek 
to further the mission of LBC | Capital. If you or 
someone you know is interested in a master’s 
or doctoral degree, call 866.452.2327 or email 
CapitalAdmissions@lbc.edu.
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E
By Dr. Geoffrey Reiter, Associate Professor and Coordinator of Literature, Arts & Sciences Department

         ven before the international strife and political   
         turmoil of our current day, we have always 
         known how hard it is to reach out to people 
         different from ourselves. It’s in our nature to seek 
out similarities and to cluster around people who have 
backgrounds and interests in common. These kinds of 
bonds often produce lasting friendships—they aren’t 
necessarily bad. “Friendship,” writes C. S. Lewis, “arises 
out of mere Companionship when two or more of the 
companions discover that they have in common some 
insight or interest or even taste which the others do 
not share and which, till that moment, each believed 
to be his own unique treasure (or burden).”

But as Lewis himself knew, that kind of friendship, so 
good in itself, brings with it the temptation to become 
a clique, an “inner ring.” If that was true in his day, it 
may be more so now. Americans are increasingly 
settling geographically in neighborhoods among 
other people like themselves. The algorithms of our 
social media send us the kind of content we tend to 
consume already, reinforcing our existing positions; 
and often what social media doesn’t do, we do for 
ourselves, unfollowing or unfriending the people who 
push back against our opinions.

This is a pity, because humankind across time and 
space is so much more varied than we can ever 
conceive by ourselves individually. So how can we get 
outside our inner ring? There are some obvious and 
important methods, such as living in areas (or at least 
visiting people) outside our geographical bubble, as 
well as cultivating (and keeping) a broad cross-section 
of friends and acquaintances in our social media 
spheres. But another way we can disrupt our insular 
tendencies is through the humanities.

When we talk about the humanities, we mean the 
subjects that specifically focus on human culture—
its development and its products. Lists may vary, 
but these subjects often include philosophy, history, 
literature, art and music. What these subjects have 
in common is that they are all almost universally 
human—most, if not all, of such subjects can be found 
in cultures worldwide, from antiquity to the present 
day. Moreover, they are distinctively human—other 
animals seldom if ever create anything comparable. 
Birds may “sing” to attract a mate, but that’s a mere 
survival instinct; they don’t play pianos (or even form 
garage bands). Elephants may “paint” when brushes 
are placed in their trunks, but they have no design 
or artistry. According to one old theorem, an infinite 
number of monkeys with keyboards will eventually 
produce all the great works of literature; but in real life, 
monkeys simply smash the keyboards and defecate 
on them. This conclusion came from an actual 
experiment conducted using six macaque monkeys.

Indeed, it is in our nature as beings made in God’s 
image to produce such artifacts. “[W]e make,” J. R. R. 
Tolkien reminds us, “because we are made; and not 
only made, but made in the image and likeness of a 
Maker.” The Christian theologian and mystery novelist 
Dorothy Sayers adds, “Looking at man, [God] sees in 
him something essentially divine, but when we turn 
back to see what he says about the original upon 
which the ‘image’ of God was modeled, we find only 
the single assertion, ‘God created.’ The characteristic 
common to God and man is apparently that: the 
desire and the ability to make things.”

But while “the humanities” transcend cultures, part 
of their beauty is that they are also tied to their 
cultures. Everyone values music, but the varieties 
of music around the world are stunning. Wherever 
we find people, we’ll find them telling stories factual 
(history) and imaginative (literature), sometimes orally 
and sometimes in writing. Whether in paintings or 
sculptures or textiles or architecture, skilled men and 
women create objects that may look strikingly different 
from each other yet present vivid manifestations of 
beauty to our world.

Opening our hearts and minds to these diverse visions 
helps to draw us away from the business of raw 
survival and toward full human flourishing. It gives us 
something to live for, ways of celebrating the eternal 
kingdom of heaven even now. But in accomplishing 
this task, the humanities help push us past our own 
myopic views. In Revelation, John proclaims, “All 
nations will come and worship [God]” (15:4); but 
beyond that, he adds that “the glory and honor of the 
nations” (21:26) will be brought into the New Heaven 
and New Earth. That is, the creations, the products, the 
artifacts, the works of the hands of all nations will be 
tested by fire, redeemed and commended.

So when we encourage and participate in the 
humanities, we are simply being human in the fullest 
sense. We are making as we have been made. And we 
can see in the productions of other “makers” the great 
diversity of the nations, perhaps perceiving beauty, 
truth and goodness from new (but no less valid) 
angles. From Genesis to Revelation, this has always 
been God’s design for us.

1 Lewis, C. S. The Four Loves (New York: HarperOne, 2017), 83.

2 Cox, Geoff, ed. Notes Towards the Complete Works of Shakespeare 
(London: Kahve-Society, 2002).

3 Tolkien, J. R. R. “On Faery Stories.” Tree and Leaf in The Tolkein Reader 
(New York: Ballantine, 1986), 75.

4 Sayers, Dorothy L. The Mind of the Maker (New York: HarperCollins, 
 1987), 22.

Artisan Daniel Doku, owner of 
Ten Thousand Villages’ fair trade 
partner group in Ghana, Dan Beaded 
Handicraft, makes a windchime 
from recycled glass.
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A woman makes holiday garlands by 
hand with Ten Thousand Villages’ fair 
trade partner group, Craft Resource 
Center (CRC), in India.

Photos courtesy of Ten Thousand Villages
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        f you meet with Dr. Ed Scheuerman in his office at 
        the top of the Charles Frey Academic Center, you 
        can count on three things:

        1) He will give you his undivided attention.
        2) He will ask how he can pray for you.
        3) He won’t be wearing shoes. 

As the Director of the Intercultural Studies (ICS) major 
at LBC | Capital, “Dr. Ed,” as his students call him, spent 
more than two decades in the missions field, serving 
alongside his wife, Carol (’15), who earned her Master 
of Arts in Mental Health Counseling from LBC | Capital 
and now serves the local community as a counselor. 
After earning his Doctorate of Missiology degree in 
2007 from Biola University, Dr. Ed was invited to lead 
the Intercultural Studies program at LBC | Capital.  
Dr. Ed, who with Carol has four daughters and seven 
grandchildren, officially joined the college faculty on 
July 1, 2010. 

“I saw this role at LBC as a great fit for me,” he said. 
“I see my top three contributions as pastoral care, 
administration and teaching for change. Here, I get 
to work in and teach all three.” His role consistently 
allows him to focus on two questions: “How do I help 
students better understand God’s direction for their 
lives, and what role can I play in helping them get 
there?”

But what about the shoes—or lack thereof? 

Simply put, he just doesn’t like wearing them after 
spending 23 years in Southeast Asian countries. Ed and 
Carol served with Pioneers, a missions organization 
that “empowers gospel-driven Christians to go to the 
ends of the earth together in relentless pursuit of the 
unreached.” Beginning in 1987, they taught English 
and ministered at a university in China for seven years, 
discipling students who came to faith, along with the 
pastor of a house church. The Scheuermans were then 
blessed to serve in Hong Kong from 1994 to 1998 as 
a support link to Pioneers’ in-China team. During that 
time, Ed also served as Southeast China Team Leader. 

Then in the fall of 1997, Ed was asked to assume the 
role of Area Leader for South Asia/Mainland Southeast 
Asia to shepherd the teams from Vietnam to India. By 
the summer of 1998, the Scheuermans had relocated 
to Chiang Mai, Thailand, where they could better serve 
the needs of those in Southeast Asia, which included 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Myanmar. Ed’s 
Area Leader role during this time was primarily pastoral, 
as he guided church planting teams and became 
involved in various member care ministries.

This experience helped Dr. Ed see the global need 
for servants like LBC | Capital graduates to go into the 
world to share the gospel. Along with a passion for 

I

By Amy Mongiovi
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spreading the love of Jesus, Dr. Ed also realizes that 
practical skills are necessary. Therefore, fall 2020 was 
the first semester when incoming and existing students 
could branch out into newly formulated specializations 
within the ICS major: TESOL, or Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Languages (although students 
did have access to this program before it became 
a concentration); Global Church Planting, for 
those desiring a more traditional missionary route; 
Community Development, which includes social 
work, criminal justice and advocating for orphans or 
trafficking survivors; and a Business as Missions track. 
Several majors can also add ICS as a minor.

“We wanted to create a more structured way to get 
these classes,” said Dr. Ed, while also providing students 
with knowledge and insight for the most relevant 
fields for international ministry. He added that these 
recent major specializations are a result of seeing how 
students plan specifically what they want to do and 
where they want to go with the ICS major. 

To this end, Dr. Ed has a personal mission statement 
that communicates a sacredness of his calling: “To 
seek to glorify God by empowering my students to 
learn and follow God’s will for their lives through the 
ministries of encouragement (helping them to continue 
what they’re doing well), exhortation (challenging them 
to examine areas like sin, strategy, etc.) and equipping 
(putting the right tools in their hands).”

“In short,” Dr. Ed shared, “students coming into the 
Intercultural Studies major can expect to develop 
the knowledge (head), the care (heart) and the tools 
(hands) they’ll need to be prepared to serve the Lord 
cross-culturally, no matter where in the world the Lord 
calls them to further the Great Commission. The ICS 
major equips servant leaders to be effective cross-
cultural communicators, compassionate examples 
and committed disciple-makers of Jesus Christ.”

These newly focused studies within the ICS major 
aren’t common for every undergraduate across the 
country, and some of the specializations are available 
only at the master’s level. The program also includes a 
150-hour internship and 150-hour practicum, which 
help students get closer to God’s calling for their 
lives in a practical way. Students have completed 
internships and practicums in areas about which 
they are passionate, such as planting churches in 
countries where the gospel is not preached, serving 
in orphanages or helping those who have been 
traumatized by human trafficking. 

Within the undergraduate courses, students delve into 
topics such as discipleship, evangelism, mission history, 
leadership, cross-cultural communication and cultural 
anthropology—a course Dr. Ed believes is beneficial 
to every student, regardless of major. Post-graduate 
studies have been carefully taken into account at LBC 
| Capital as well, with a 4+1 Master of Arts in Ministry 
program that enables interested students obtain a 
bachelor’s and a master’s degree in just five years total. 

On campus, students engage with each other through 
the Student Missions Fellowship. Open to both ICS 
majors and non-majors—anyone who has a heart for 
missions work—SMF gathers on Thursday evenings on 
campus.

Among the many students, both undergraduate and 
graduate, on the receiving end of Dr. Ed’s guidance is 
Kelsey Bishop (’21), an Intercultural Studies major and 
SMF President. After several years working with Youth 
With a Mission (YWAM), Bishop became burdened 
for cross-cultural missions, but when her overseas 
missions plans fell through, she found herself at LBC | 
Capital in the ICS program, albeit “somewhat hesitantly.” 

“I wondered why I had to pay all the money and spend 
the time to get a degree to be a missionary instead 
of just going and ‘being’ one,” Bishop said. “But this 
program has taught me so much that I didn’t even 
know I needed to learn. It takes all the things that I 
would learn through trial and error—lots of error—on 
the field in 15 years and puts them into four years here 
at LBC. 

“Dr. Ed said a sentence when I was a freshman that 
has been on my laptop as a reminder ever since,” she 
continued. “He said, ‘If you want to make a long-term 
impact, you need to be willing to make a long-term 
investment.’ The ICS program is an investment in 
not only my own walk with the Lord as a foundation 
for everything I do, but also teaches me skills in 
discipleship, evangelism, church planting, cultural 
learning, language learning, missional concepts and 
so much more. We are able to dive into what biblical 
missions is and then be challenged to begin using it 
here in Lancaster County or wherever God currently 
has us planted. It is equipping me to go long and deep 
for whatever God leads me to in the future, especially 
in cross-cultural missions.”

Bishop calls Dr. Ed’s guidance “invaluable” because 
he “lives out what he teaches us in his own life. …
He teaches the concepts and lessons in a way that 
makes you really engage with the material and learn 
it well. I have seen him go above and beyond his 
responsibilities as a professor to disciple his students 
and walk alongside them in their lives, wherever God 
has them at the moment.”

Bishop also calls SMF a “sweet picture of what the 
Church is to be.”

“It is a place where community is formed around 
students who want to know and be a part of God’s plan 
for the nations, in whatever way they are called in their 
lives,” she said. “Some may go to unreached people 
groups, others may be pastors or believers who stay 
in the states and ‘hold the rope’ for the missionaries 
going. We are all still students in college, but I get so 
excited when I see our room full of students who aren’t 
just ICS majors but future teachers, pastors, business 
people, counselors or social workers—all worshipping 
together and passionate about those who do not know 
Jesus Christ.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE –38 –

“ To seek to 
glorify God by 

empowering my 
students to learn 
and follow God’s 

will for their 
lives through 

the ministries of 
encouragement, 
exhortation and 

equipping.”
Dr. Ed’s Personal Mission Statement
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Much like Bishop, Faithe (Heuser ’12) Dancey also 
spent countless hours in conversation with Dr. Ed 
during her years as an ICS major at LBC | Capital. Today, 
Dancey lives with her husband, Keith, in Ireland and 
is serving through Bible Centered Ministries (BCM) 
International with the children’s ministry and as an 
administrative assistant. In addition to helping with 
camps and clubs, Dancey assists with BCM Ireland’s 
newsletter, publications and events. The ICS major and 
her interaction with Dr. Ed were instrumental for her 
ministry path. 

“The ICS program at LBC was excellent in preparing me 
for a career in ministry overseas, and even more so in 
my specific field,” Dancey said. “It was actually through 
both my internship and practicum that I discovered 
my heart for the Irish 
people and a gift for 
administrative work. The 
classes I took at LBC were 
so pertinent for ministry 
today. I learned how to 
separate faith from culture, 
and that has been the 
biggest takeaway for me. 
It’s helped me to reach 
people in a way that is 
culturally relevant to them 
while remaining biblically 
accurate. 

“God used Dr. Ed to play a 
significant role in getting 
me where I am today,” 
she continued. “When 
my overseas practicum 
fell through (at the) last 
minute, it was Dr. Ed’s 
guidance that led me to 
BCM. I ended up going 
to Ireland with BCM 
for my practicum, and 
about a month after my debrief with Dr. Ed, I began 
the application process to return as a missionary. He 
also helped to get me set up with an internship that 
involved administrative work and event planning, 
something I really didn’t want to do. But Dr. Ed 
encouraged me to give it a shot anyway, and I ended 
up finding something God has gifted me with. Even 
now, eight years after leaving LBC, I still contact Dr. Ed 
from time to time for advice when I need an unbiased 
opinion. Dr. Ed is a professor who is invested in his 
students’ lives, and I’m so grateful that I got the chance 
to be one of those students during my time at LBC.”

While Dancey was able to take part in an international 
trip through LBC | Capital—and Bishop hopes to before 
graduation—2020 has brought changes to these 

excursions. One popular method of travel is through 
Journey Teams, taking students to the furthest corners 
of the world to live out the gospel by bringing hope 
to the hopeless. Whether working at an orphanage 
in Haiti, helping to build a church in Jamaica, 
teaching English in Germany, doing sports camps in 
the Philippines or engaging in street evangelism in 
Thailand, these experiences leave a lasting impact on 
both places and people. But because of COVID-19, 
all trips since spring 2020 were canceled and are not 
planned to go forward through at least summer 2021. 

“This was a huge disappointment to many of our 
students,” Dr. Ed said. “A number of students depend 
on those trips to fill the requirements for all traditional 
undergraduates to engage in a cross-cultural 

experience.” Now, he 
added, leadership is 
working to find ways 
students can fulfill these 
requirements within the 
United States. Likewise, 
LBC | Capital’s annual 
missions conference set 
for each February has also 
been canceled for 2021. 

Disappointment over 
canceled Journey Teams 
trips is just one reason 
students may pop into Dr. 
Ed’s office. They know his 
door is always open—and 
his leather flip flops will 
be pushed under his desk 
rather than on his feet. He 
spends countless hours 
across from students 
who sit in a chair with a 
well-worn pillow on the 
seat. He listens to their 
worries and anxieties, their 

questions about the world, their concerns about their 
futures and the futures of others. They also discuss 
classes and relationships—both with others and with 
Christ.

During these conversations and in his classes, there’s a 
significant reason for being barefoot—much more than 
simply a dislike for shoes. 

“When I’m teaching,” Dr. Ed said, “I’m on sacred ground.” 

And at the end of every personal conversation in his 
office, he always asks the visitors in the chair how he 
can pray for them. 

That, too, makes their time together something sacred.

( To learn more about the Intercultural Studies program 
at LBC | Capital, visit lbc.edu/intercultural.) 

C O N T I N U E D

                                                                         Hear firsthand from one of Dr. Ed’s students,   
                                                                           Chantal Peterson ’23, in an email to her 
                                                                              professor she titled, “…and then it all 
                                                                                made sense!” Use your phone’s camera to 
focus on the QR code at left to read about Chantal’s cross-cultural worship experience over 
Thanksgiving break, or visit lbc.edu/echo.
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            he ECHO recently asked LBC | Capital faculty 
         about ways they have adapted their styles of 
         teaching and courses in the midst of COVID-19 
         restrictions. The responses were overwhelming, 
as our team compiled over 19 pages and 5,000 words 
of notes and submissions. As you read through the 
following insights, both on these pages and online 
in an “ECHO Extra,” may you be encouraged that the 
faculty of LBC | Capital are truly innovative as they 
adapt to provide the best education for students. 

Dr. Julia Hershey, Associate Provost for Academics 
and Chair of the Education Department, perhaps 
said it best at the start of the fall semester: “As LBC | 
Capital turned on a dime to remote learning in the 
spring of 2020, President Thomas L. Kiedis referred 
to faculty and staff as ‘Educational First Responders.’ 
Now in a new academic year filled with Zoom 
classes and social distancing, professors are working 
as ‘Educational Innovators,’ trying different teaching 
techniques, finding solutions to problems, working 
with new technology, networking with colleagues 
and seeing student learning anew. The LBC | Capital 
faculty are innovating their practice to further propel 
the mission of this institution.”

Director for the Center for Teaching & Learning and 
Assistant Professor Dr. Justin Harbin also reported that 
all faculty who were scheduled to teach during  
the 2020-21 academic year at any LBC | Capital 

location were enrolled in the Summer Institute, an  
unprecedented two-week training that centered 
around both designing and leading meaningful 
learning experiences, regardless of the learning 
modality. “Faculty participants were able to identify 
tangible next steps in growing their teaching practices 
to maximize student learning for the fall semester,” 
he said. Many faculty members shared that this 
Summer Institute was invaluable during a semester 
of adaptations and challenges.  

Within the Education Department, Dr. Angela Becker, 
Assistant Professor, and Justina Martin, Adjunct 
Professor, turned to team teaching for the first time 
as they worked together to teach Literacy for the 
Young Child. With 25 students scheduled for a class 
that met for an hour three times a week, they faced 
the reality of COVID-19 with the class size and took 
the opportunity to co-teach the course in a rotational 
mode. 

Becker and Martin established three areas with 
25-minute rotations: phonics skills taught by Martin 
on a whiteboard, Literacy Content with PowerPoint 
taught by Becker, then a collaborative element taught 
by both. The five students who joined remotely were 
placed in breakout rooms through Zoom features. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE – 40 –

T
 • All 201 faculty members 

enrolled in the Center for 
Teaching & Learning’s 
Summer Institute, with 
12 hours of self-paced, 
digital training, 700 
submissions and posts by 
participants, and 24,158 
course views.

 • 505 Help Desk tickets 
created Aug. 21-Sept. 8, 
with 292 resolved in the 
first week of school

 • 9 faculty training sessions 

 • 100+ resources available 
on the Faculty Resource 
Center

 • 2,179 users licensed for 
Zoom professional use

 • 3,834 Zoom meetings 
held Sept. 1-Oct. 14, with 
22,678 Zoom participants 
in September and 
October

 • 1,481,186 total minutes of 
Zoom calls and 1 TB of 
Zoom recordings

 • 45 ceiling-mounted 
cameras, 139 sound 
panels, 5,000 feet of 
cabling, 8 new TVs and 5 
new projectors installed 

Counseling & Social Work Assistant Professor 
Mary Yager records in her office.
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Becker and Martin also used Seesaw, a learning 
platform used by over 10 million teachers, students 
and family members every month, so those in their 
class could use the application as if they were the 
students learning from the teacher, as well as to 
create modified assignments and activities they 
could create for future students. “We were showing 
them collaboration and teaching in a way that they 
don’t usually see in undergraduate programs,” said 
Becker. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Victor Jacobs, Bible & Theology 
Professor, shared, “In two of my classes, I am using 
three to four prompting strategies discussed within 
the Summer Institute in rotating order to stimulate 
students’ thinking on the topics at hand. I have 
found this approach to be quite useful and plan to 
continue implementing them.”

In the Communication & Media Arts 
Department, Dr. Michael Freeman, 

Director of the Communication Major 
and Associate Professor, shared that 

with the normalization 
of video conferences 
and the restrictions on 

social distancing, travel and 
masking, a number of things 

have changed in the ‘way we’ve 
always done it’ category. 

“For the first time ever,” he said, “we 
completed our completely virtual 
Department Retreat. In this format, we 
were able to invite professionals from 
all over the country to participate in a 
virtual panel on what it means to be a 
Christian in communication. We also 
were able to host a premiere of ‘Calf 
Rope,’ an award-winning short film shot 
right here in Lancaster. We were even 
able to interview the director about the 
film. Because the Department Retreat 
was virtual, we were also able to invite 
the entire department to participate in 
these virtual events. This is becoming 
the norm rather than the exception 
as we are inviting a wide range 
of professionals from around the 
country to speak to our students. This 
normalization of Zoom meetings has 
made this a much easier ask, and the 
modification of the classrooms has 
allowed for it to be a more seamless 
integration into our teaching 
and learning. COM 102, Intro to 
Communication, will be ‘meeting 
with’ alumni and professionals from 
across the country this year as a 
way to extend our reach and bring 
the best quality speakers into our 
classrooms.”

Of all the academic disciplines affected by the 
pandemic, choral singing within the Music, Worship 
& Performing Arts (MWPA) Department was perhaps 
the hardest hit. After all, when trying to avoid the 
spread of a virus that is particularly contagious 
through droplets and aerosols, singing safely 
together is a challenge. For the students in college 
choirs, this has meant experimenting with a variety 
of options. 

The LBC Chorale most often rehearses socially-
distanced in the Good Shepherd Chapel while 
wearing masks or face shields. In order to mitigate 
the possibility of transmission of pathogens, the 
choir takes a half-hour break in the middle of its 
90-minute rehearsal. During that time, outside doors 
are opened and a fan helps clear the air. When it 
comes to recording, singers trade the warmth and 
acoustics of an indoor space for the opportunity to 
sing unmasked in the outdoors. The college rented 
a large party tent for the choirs to rehearse and 
perform in as the weather turned cooler this fall. 

“If you watched the concerts that streamed online 
in November and December, you saw the students 
singing together in a beautifully decorated tent. 
Above all, even if it is in less than ideal circumstances, 
we are grateful to be singing together,” said 
Dr. Robert Bigley, Professor and Director of 
Choral Studies and Chorale & Chamber Singers.

Rachel M. Sidebothom, Associate Chair of MWPA 
and Music Education Program Director, turned 
to an iPad linked to a classroom computer and 
projector and the app “Explain Everything” to create 
an interactive whiteboard experience for her 
students in Music Theory and Music Fundamentals. 
She found it challenging to communicate with her 
students about their homework through the remote 
requirements in March without a whiteboard and 
searched for something to make this process easier. 
This app allows her to take a picture of the textbook, 
manipulate it and share it on the screen for her in-
class and remote students.

“It gives a better connection and I don’t have to turn 
my back on students,” she said, as she can change 
colors, fonts, erase and even move the screen as 
she reviews homework and teaches her students. 

As a Counseling & Social Work Assistant Professor, 
Mary Yager said she is “always looking for innovative 
ideas help students learn and engage with course 
material. In my Introduction to Social Work 
course, we have a textbook that is full of valuable 
information, and reading the textbook is a regular 
weekly assignment. This year, I took two concepts 
that I learned about in our Summer Institute and 
incorporated them into my course. Instead of 
students simply taking a quiz at the end of each 
chapter, they now submit a ‘Top 5’ list, highlighting 
five concepts from the reading assignment that 
made an impact. Additionally, students submit one 

C O N T I N U E D
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question that they still have after finishing 
their reading assignment. Once I read their 
questions, I use the Canvas media grading 
feature to video record a two-to three-
minute answer to the student’s question 
and post it along with their grade. This 
allows the student to feel engaged in the 
course and shows them that asking good 
questions will result in further knowledge. 
Requiring the Top 5 list and question post 
has resulted in better course grades, more 
engaged students and a far higher level of 
engagement in the course.”

One of Yager’s responsibilities is to place 
students in year-long internships in 
social service agencies. Under normal 
circumstances, the department hosts 
a large, on-campus gathering of social 
workers from a variety of social service 
agencies who visit the Lancaster campus 
for orientation and training. This year, 
however, Yager managed all this virtually 
and used several technological platforms 
to create an engaging and relevant training 
experience for agencies that are hosting 
LBC | Capital interns. 

In-person gatherings were also impossible 
for the Church & Ministry Leadership 
Department, so Dr. Esther Zimmerman, 
Associate Professor, had to improvise.

“Throughout the school year, LBC | Capital 
hosts CONNECT, a network of children’s 
ministry leaders from churches and non-
profit organizations throughout eastern 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware. Our 
purpose is to inspire, equip, encourage 
and support each other so that individually 
and together we have a greater impact. 
COVID-19 has created unprecedented 
challenges for ministries working with 
children, and many ministry directors 
are feeling isolated as they navigate this 
crisis. Limited space and safety restrictions 
meant we were not able to meet on 
campus during fall 2020 as we normally 
do. However, CONNECT has responded by 
creating a virtual meeting space for children 
and family ministry leaders. We held our first 

virtual meeting in late September and again 
in October and November. The practical 
ideas, encouragement and creativity [were] 
invaluable.”

Adult Education
“After teaching Engaging Faith & Life for 
the past 10 years, the biggest change was 
having my attention divided between those 
in the classroom and those on Zoom. One 
activity that I particularly enjoy doing is 
having two to three students share about 
a topic before we have a larger group 
discussion. Unfortunately, in the room in 
which I was teaching, putting the Zoom 
students in groups was not possible. I had 
to adapt by giving the students some time 
to reflect on their own before starting the 
larger class discussion. All of these minor 
issues reminded me that we need to give 
grace to one another—teachers to students 
and students to teachers—as we navigate 
teaching in challenging conditions. This 
should always be true of us who are 
engaged in Christian higher education, 
but it has been brought home to me 
anew through teaching during the time of 
COVID-19.”

   —Dr. Gordon Gregory, Professor in the
      Bible & Theology Department 

Seminary & Graduate Education
“With everyone becoming more familiar 
with Zoom, I’ve sought to integrate it 
more strategically in our class in order to 
foster relational connections and a sense 
of community. Instead of waiting until the 
third week of the course during residency 
for students to meet face-to-face, we’ve 
scheduled optional, weekly conversations. 
These meetings happen on Fridays over 
lunch and allow students to pray together, 
provide updates and discuss what we’re 
learning together in class. These regular, 
synchronous check-ins have allowed us to 
become more meaningfully connected to 
each other’s lives and ministries despite the 
separation brought on by COVID-19.”

   —Aaron Brown, Director of the Master
      of Arts in Ministry

LBC | Capital – Philadelphia
“My ultimate question and prayer is, ‘God, 
how can I transition each lesson in such 
a way that it will hold the interest of the 
students, make students feel comfortable, 
included and, most of all, provide relevant 
transforming information?’ My main focus 
is on the needs of students. Therefore, the 
process needs to include various interactive 
learning skills, which promote engaging 
discussions. The tools I felt to be useful 
were colorful PowerPoints, short video 
clips and engaging assignments. I made 
this transition through prayer, by asking 
the question, ‘Are you making the needs 
of the student primary?’ and by seeing 
how other instructors are presenting their 
online classes. I enjoyed and embraced the 
learning experience through the Summer 
Institute and training videos. I have learned 
much through this transition, which has 
enhanced my teaching skills.”

   —Rochelle C. Marshall, Adjunct Professor 
   
LBC | Capital – Washington, D.C. 
“This semester has been unique in the sense 
that the virtual space has been a sufficient 
mode of communication for teaching in the 
age of COVID-19. Students have adjusted 
well, and yet many have expressed their 
desire to get back to the classroom for the 
sake of communal aspect of learning. As an 
instructor, I am learning to adjust and adapt 
to the virtual realities of education. Canvas 
Studio and Zoom have been very effective 
modes for the dynamics of teaching and 
learning. I, too, look forward to returning 
to the blended method, which I believe is 
the ideal approach for meeting the highest 
standards of teaching and learning.”

   —David Gaines, Adjunct Professor

                                                                          Focus your phone’s camera on the QR code at left to learn how 
                                                                              more professors reached their students in an unprecedented                 
                                                                                time of teaching and learning, or visit lbc.edu/echo
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Dr. Ron Belsterling, Professor and Program Director for Youth & Young 

Adult Ministry within the Church & Ministry Leadership Department, 

published a review of Family Systems & Congregational Life by R. 

Robert Creech in the Journal of Youth Ministry in the fall of 2019. Some 

of his recent speaking and preaching engagements included First 

Alliance Church, a youth retreat at Community Bible Church and the 

NEXT Conference in Princeton, New Jersey, leading two seminars on 

working with LGBTQIA youth. In 2020, he also served as an Interim 

Preaching Pastor at Carlisle Alliance Church in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Dr. Caleb T. Chow, Adjunct Professor in the Bible & Theology 

Department, had a research article titled “Sword Carry in the Art of 

Ashurnasirpal II: Displays of Divine Authority” published online in 

the journal IRAQ under Cambridge University Press. The article also 

appeared in the journal’s 82nd print issue at the end of 2020.

Dr. Mark Eckel, Adjunct Professor in the Church & Ministry Leadership 

Department, is President of The Comenius Institute, a Christian study 

center at Indiana University Purdue University at Indianapolis (IUPUI). 

He addresses academic-intellectual questions from a Christian 

perspective for students and faculty. To teach in the School of Liberal 

Arts at the public university, he returned to school to obtain an M.A. 

degree in English and graduated in December 2020. He has been 

teaching in the IUPUI humanities division since fall 2018.

Ryan Geesaman, Chair of the Communication & Media Arts 

Department and Live Production Program Director, served as co-

producer, first assistant director and editor on “Calf Rope,” a short film 

produced entirely in Lancaster and Lebanon counties. Thus far, the film 

has won 79 awards at various film festivals around the world. Learn 

more at calf-rope.com.

Dr. Kenneth Laudermilch, Adjunct Professor in the Music, Worship 

& Performing Arts Department, published a new book, “Designed, 

No Less,” which is the story of Keith, the Laudermilches’ special 

needs son and the unexpected blessings he brought into their lives. 

Laudermilch says, “Keith’s life has been a marvelous journey from 

infancy to adulthood, one we were not initially prepared to take or 

would have chosen. But looking back, it is a path we would not have 

wanted to miss, for we have seen firsthand the marvelous providence 
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of God in the face of infirmity, in the life of our son.” In addition to 

teaching trumpet at LBC | Capital, Laudermilch also serves as Principal 

Trumpet with the Westminster Brass and Music Director of the New 

Holland Band and is author of “An Understandable Approach to Musical 

Expression.”

Andrew Keenan (’14), Adjunct Professor in the Bible & Theology 

Department, recently began his Ph.D. program at the University of 

Cambridge in the Divinity faculty.

Dr. Wade Mullen (’18), Master of Divinity Program Director within 

the Church & Ministry Leadership Department, had his debut book, 

“Something’s Not Right: Decoding the Hidden Tactics of Abuse and 

Freeing Yourself from Its Power,” published on Oct. 6 by Tyndale House.

Dr. Sophia Ogunlana, Assistant Professor and Program Director for the 

Master of Arts in Clinical Mental Health Counseling at the Washington, 

D.C., site, and Dr. A. Michael Black, LBC | Capital Washington, D.C., Site 

Director, were instrumental in coordinating a continuing education 

series of interactive, online workshops titled, “Pivoting, Posturing, 

Positioning and Projecting in the Age of COVID-19.” The workshops, 

which were facilitated by Ogunlana, were a partnership between LBC 

| Capital and Volunteers of America and sought to engage and expose 

ministry leaders to the next level of service and competence. 

Amanda Zuschmidt (’03), Assistant Professor in the Health & Physical 

Education Department, chaired a virtual re-accreditation site visit 

for Southeast Missouri State University in October 2020 on behalf of 

COSMA (Commission on Sport Management Accreditation) for its 

undergraduate sport management program.
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Dr. Michael Kucks joined the Arts & Sciences Department as Associate Professor of Natural Sciences. He 

has over 10 years of experience as an R&D engineer and previously taught physics, geometry, statistics, 

calculus and differential equations at Patrick Henry College in Purcellville, Virginia. He also served as an 

adjunct professor at Lehigh University and an adjunct and visiting professor at Franklin & Marshall College. 

He earned his Ph.D. and M.A. in physics from Lehigh University and a B.S. in physics from Bucknell 

University. 

Also joining the LBC | Capital faculty are two new part-time professors. In the fall, Dr. Timothy Shea 

taught The Teaching Profession, Instructional Design and Reading & Writing Across the Curriculum within 

the Education Department. Anthony Bruno, who is also serving as Criminal Justice Program Assistant, 

taught Public Speaking and Christian Perspectives: Race, Class & Criminal Justice to undergraduate 

students and Christian Narrative I and II to adult learners. 

Rob Blanks serves as LBC | Capital’s liaison to the Pastors Discipleship Network in Uganda and provides 

leadership and oversight to the Master of Arts in Contextualized Pastoral Ministry offered in Kampala, 

Uganda. Blanks has adjusted this role to provide leadership and directorship to the undergraduate Pastoral 

Ministry program on the Lancaster campus. 

Bekah Strangarity joined the Church & Ministry Leadership (CML) Department as an adjunct faculty 

member for the Ministry Leadership and Women in Ministry Leadership programs. In 2020, Strangarity 

returned from Israel, where she started and co-led a team focused on outreach to homeless, addicted 

and vulnerable populations in the Tel Aviv area. Kate Condran (’17) also joined CML as the Department 

Assistant.  

Kate Leonard (’16) was promoted to Recruitment Coordinator for the Admissions Office, while Alyssa 

Tassia (’20) joined the Admissions team as an Admissions Counselor after serving the office as a student.

Kristen Vieldhouse joined LBC | Capital as Director of Resident Life. She previously worked in Residence 

Life from 2009-13. Also within Student Affairs, Katie Sugden (’18) was promoted to Office Coordinator. 

Sharon Stephens is serving as Manager of Advising & Retention for the Adult Education arena on the 

Lancaster campus.

Ben Eisemann was promoted to Network Manager, and Seth Nolt was named IT Operations Director in 

the Information Systems Department.

Angela Lesher was promoted to Assistant Director of Financial Aid, and Mallory Brennan joined that 

office as a Financial Aid Counselor. 

Joseph Brown joined the LBC | Capital – Philadelphia team as the new Manager of Advising & Retention, 

while Christine Tomlin was hired as the part-time Writing Services Coordinator in Philadelphia.

Steven Taylor is now Manager of Recruitment & Admissions at LBC | Capital – Washington, D.C., and 

Marteal Pitts has been promoted to Manager of Advising & Retention.

Celestine Wynn marked her last day as Writing Center Coordinator at LBC | Capital’s Philadelphia 

location on June 30, 2020. An integral part of developing the Ally Center, Wynn earned a Christian 

Workers Certificate from Manna Bible Institute, as well as a Bachelor of Arts degree and certification 

in Social Studies Secondary Education from Temple University. After teaching in both the public and 

private settings, she earned her M.S.Ed. in Adult Continuing Education and Administration from Cheyney 

State University in 1987 and was inducted into Alpha Kappa Mu, the Black National Honor Society. She 

also completed further study toward a doctorate in Higher Education Administration at Morgan State 

University. Wynn has said teaching is a part of her DNA, and she has taught in both Christian and secular 

settings at the elementary, high school, adult education, tutoring and college levels since 1972. Wynn also 

served as an evaluator and reviewer for the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools.
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           arly in fall 2020, the Lancaster Bible College Athletic  
           Department announced that Women’s Volleyball 
           Head Coach Micah Herron would step down 
           in mid-September and be replaced by current 
assistant coach Julie Brubaker. Brubaker becomes 
the 12th coach in program history.

The 2020 season was the third for Herron, 
departing after two-plus successful seasons at 
the helm of the Chargers. Herron compiled 
an overall record of 37-25 (.597) over 
the course of two years and also 
helped the Chargers to a 16-6 
record in North Eastern Athletic 
Conference play. The 2018 
squad advanced to the 
program’s first-ever 
NEAC final before falling 
to Morrisville State in the 
championship match. 

Herron coached six NEAC All-
Conference selections, and the 2019 
team was honored with the USMC/AVCA 
Team Academic Award, as the Chargers 
were one of 212 NCAA Division III schools 
that boasted a 3.30 grade-point average or higher 
during the season.

“I’m incredibly grateful to have been a part of the staff at 
Lancaster Bible,” Herron said. “I want to thank Pete Beers for 
believing in me and trusting me to lead the program over 
these past few years.” 

Herron said he is thrilled Brubaker will be taking the reins and 
believes the program will continue to flourish.

“I’m excited for Julie and the kids that things will stay 
relatively the same, but at the same time, very excited to see 
where this program can get to,” Herron said. “Julie’s volleyball 
IQ is extremely high, and she will not only help the ladies on 
the floor, but she has had so much spiritual growth, that she 
will be a rock for them off the floor as well.”

Director of Athletics Pete Beers said he is proud of the job 
Herron did over the past two seasons, both on and off 
the floor. 

“Micah’s start was pretty rushed when he took over the head 
coaching job, but he adapted and related to the team very 
well,” Beers said. “He is a passionate person, and he provided 
stability to this program over the past two years, and I can’t 
thank him enough for that. We wish him and his family well 
and are excited for the work he will be pursuing.” 

While the program is sad to see Herron depart, the entrance 
of Brubaker as head coach is another step in the right 
direction for the women’s volleyball program. Brubaker has 
previous head coaching experience at Cairn University, 
where she served as head coach from 2004-08 
and again in 2010, and was in charge of the men’s 
program for a few years as well. In her six 

seasons at the helm of the Highlanders in Langhorne, 
Pennsylvania, Brubaker compiled a record of 135-81 (.625), 

including the 2007 season when Cairn went 30-9, won 
the NEAC Championship and advanced to the 

NCAA Division III National Tournament. Brubaker 
also had a head coaching stint at NAIA 
Hannibal-LaGrange in 2011-12.

Since returning to Lancaster with her 
husband, Jade, and their children in 2013, 
and as Jade took over the Lancaster Bible 

men’s volleyball program, Brubaker has 
served as an assistant coach to three 

head coaches. In that time, she has 
continued to gain knowledge 

about the game and is excited 
to re-find her footing as 
a head coach. 

“I think one of the advantages of 
being an assistant coach is getting 

to see what works and what doesn’t,” 
Brubaker said. “I am going to try and 

take things I’ve learned from each coach, 
as well as from Jade, and apply them to this 

program. I thought Micah did an incredible job 
with the spiritual side of this program, and I hope 

to continue that. As far as volleyball goes, the game 
continues to change, and I think we will continue to try 

our best to be at the best level possible.”

Like Herron, Brubaker remarked that she believes the 
program’s goals and purpose will remain consistent through 
the coaching change, thus providing stability for the team 
members.

“Micah has built a solid foundation, and we certainly have 
similarities in the way we coach,” Brubaker said. “I am looking 
to build on our team culture and make it my own.” 

Brubaker said she is ready to take on the role of head coach 
once again and feels it is the right timing for her family. 

“I’ve been happy to serve as an assistant here at Lancaster 
Bible, but with Micah leaving, I thought it was good timing 
for … our family, and with these types of decisions, it is 
always God’s timing, and I believe I am being led to be the 
coach here.” 

Beers said he was thrilled when Brubaker told him the timing 
was now right for her to possibly lead the women’s volleyball 
program. And as was the case with all fall athletic programs 
at the college, the women’s volleyball team was able to 
practice, engage and fellowship together during a season 
canceled due to COVID-19. 

“Julie is a terrific coach and has been for a really long time,” 
Beers said. “She brings so much knowledge of the game, and 
I can’t wait to see her lead this program. I think I am most 
excited to see her build a God-honoring program and to 
   see where she can lead these ladies.”

                (To follow Charger Athletics, visit lbc.edu/athletics   
                 or keep up with teams on Facebook, Instagram 
                 and Twitter @lbcathletics.)

E

By Zach Freeman, 
Assistant Athletic Director 
for Athletic Communications



       f you were given the choice between a stable 

      job in your hometown with your new wife or a 

      difficult job in an unknown area in a foreign 

       country, which would you choose? For most, the 

first option makes a lot of sense, but former Lancaster 

Bible College men’s soccer star Josiah Groff (’16) and 

his wife, Casi, felt the Lord calling them to option No. 

2—and they’ve never looked back.

The Groffs left for Juarez, Mexico, in the spring of 

2018 as Josiah began Big Picture Soccer, a club that 

empowers locals to start soccer clubs as agents 

of change in impoverished communities, and Casi 

began working at an orphanage she had been 

connected with earlier in her life. 

“I have always wanted to use soccer to advance 

the gospel, but this wasn’t exactly what 

I had in mind growing up,” said 

Groff, a Business 

Administration major and Intercultural Studies minor 

while at LBC | Capital. “I had some interest in missions, 

but my wife always had a heart for missions, and I 

wanted to test this theory of using soccer to build 

relationships. So we headed to Juarez where she had 

previously been plugged in, and we saw fruits of that 

decision almost immediately.”

Groff’s theory of using soccer to build relationships in 

impoverished areas was proven quickly, as Big Picture 

Soccer saw superb local leaders get on board with 

the project.

“God seemingly dropped people in our lap during our 

time in Juarez,” Groff explained. “These people were 

terrific, and the exact people we needed to begin our 

ministry.”

For many children in Mexico, soccer is a means to 

get away, whether from a rough home life, family

 

I

Josiah Groff (’16) coaches 
a group of young soccer 
players in Juarez, Mexico.
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financial stresses or simply a way to exercise. Big Picture 

Soccer’s goal was to organize those feelings into a 

club where the kids could not only play soccer but feel 

valued and learn about the gospel.

“Typically, organized soccer in Mexico is for the rich 

kids,” Groff said. “Our kids usually wouldn’t be able to 

play on a club team, but we don’t turn anyone away 

because of finances. Because of that, we have not 

only gotten lots of kids but lots of talented kids who 

are excelling at soccer and gaining confidence about 

themselves, too.”

Groff said it is a multi-pronged situation where, as the 

club begins to win more games, more and more players 

from the area start to realize the value of Big Picture 

Soccer. Therefore, the ministry is beginning to expand 

its reach in the area.

“We are using a ‘both/and’ mentality,” Groff said. “This 

isn’t just missions. We want to be really good at soccer 

and excel at missions. If we are successful at soccer, we 

can build better teams, attract more players and grow 

our platform.”

And while soccer is important and the basis of the club, 

Groff said he has seen the club make a difference in 

other long-lasting ways.

“The home life of a lot of our players is tough,” Groff 

explained. “We had a mom and her kids come to a 

coach’s doorstep after trouble at home, and they 

didn’t know where else to go. They came to the coach 

because of how strong his relationship was with her 

kids. Our organization was able to meet their needs and 

get them into short-term housing. The coach was able 

to share Christ with the family, and they became regular 

attendees at the local church.”

Groff, who scored 27 goals in his three seasons with 

the Chargers, said he often looks back on his time at 

Lancaster Bible College and cherishes the lessons he 

learned from many areas of the institution.

“I couldn’t speak more highly of my time at Lancaster 

Bible,” Groff said. “I learned how to take an idea and 

make it a reality through business plans within the 

Business Department, and just being around the soccer 

guys taught me so much about being a leader, building 

relationships and finding a common goal. Head Coach 

Tom Ardt helped all of us so much with realizing how to 

go after a goal and be a team throughout the process.”

Groff, the 2015 North Eastern Athletic Conference 

Men’s Soccer Player of the Year, believes success for Big 

Picture Soccer will look different in each country where 

a club begins, but for most, it will involve consistent 

contact, showing and sharing the love of Christ, and 

earning and gaining trust from individuals and families. 

“The club in Juarez is running well and led completely 

by local believers,” Groff said. “We are going to 

strive to provide quality soccer training but, even 

more importantly, encourage youth in character 

development, educational commitment and hope for 

the future.”

Groff isn’t sure what the future holds for Big Picture 

Soccer outside of Juarez, but the group is actively 

working with other like-minded organizations about 

where to begin the next project. Wherever that landing 

spot is, Groff will once again be ready to answer God’s 

call and continue serving others by using the game of 

soccer as a way to show Christ’s love.

(To learn more about Big Picture Soccer visit 

bigpicturesoccer.com or e-mail info@

bigpicturesoccer.com.) 

Big Picture Soccer players 
show off their new soccer balls.

“We are going to 
strive to provide 
quality soccer 

training but, even 
more importantly, 
encourage youth 

in character 
development, 
educational 

commitment and 
hope for the

future.”
- Josiah Groff (’16) 
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            he Lancaster Bible College fall athletic season looked a 
          little different in 2020, but the student-athletes, coaches  
          and staff did a tremendous job of not only making the 
          most out of a difficult situation but also continuing to 
show the four pillars of the athletic Department—Passion, 
Respect, Ownership and Gratitude. 

Each team approached the fall season in a different way, 
but every team had the goal of delivering a meaningful 
athletic experience while providing a foundational base of 
faith and purpose. The teams also wanted to support one 
another through this atypical semester and build upon the 
fundamentals of their respective sport.

The Lancaster Bible field hockey program conducted practices 
and scrimmages, as well as honored seniors Nicole DeKok (’21) 
and Brooke Sareyka (’21), who were members of the inaugural 
team in 2018. The squad also participated in the 100-Mile 
Challenge to Support Breast Cancer Awareness, which was 
spearheaded by the Wesley College field hockey team for one 
of its players, Alexis Howerin, who was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. The LBC | Capital team ran in honor of Alexis and two 
other women, and additional field hockey clubs joined the 
challenge as well.

The men’s and women’s soccer programs conducted several 
“Friday Night Lights” intra-squad scrimmages that were 
attended by students and staff. These games were also live-
streamed on the Lancaster Bible Athletics YouTube page for 
fans to view. The men’s soccer team was led by its seniors, 
despite their final season being very different than they had 
imagined. The women’s soccer team also enjoyed a seminar 
from a guest speaker, Bethany Tesche, Director of Marketing 
and Client Relations at Houck, as she spoke to the team about 
being a confident female in a professional environment, among 
other topics.

The cross country teams ran in three public events this fall, 
including an event at Oregon Dairy in Lancaster. The team 
was led by seniors Judith Breeze (’21) and Stephen Marshall 
(’21), who wanted to make the semester a memorable one for 
underclassmen—something the aforementioned pair thought 
was very important to their development.

Finally, the Lancaster Bible women’s volleyball program used 
the theme of “Growth” this semester, as they wanted to grow 
spiritually, athletically and in their sport. The team played 
against a group of Lancaster Bible alumni each week and also 
played outdoor two-on-two matches with the Lancaster Bible 
men’s volleyball program. The Chargers also conducted clinics 
for high school students at Lancaster County Christian School.

(Stay up to date on all 20 of the Lancaster Bible College 
athletic programs at lbcchargers.com and on social 
media @LBCathletics.)

T
By Zach Freeman

This fall, student‑athletes led several outdoor chapel services that 
brought together the LBC community through worship, prayer and 

inspirational speakers. 
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ABOVE: Lacrosse Head Coach Cheri Horst regularly led 
her team, as did other coaches, in Bible studies and 
times of devotion and prayer during a season marked 
by the disappointment of being unable to compete. 
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                ith the cancellation of fall sports for 
                Lancaster Bible College in mid-July, there was 
                hope that winter sports teams—which include 
                men’s and women’s basketball as well as 
men’s and women’s indoor track & field—would 
have a chance to compete for a North Eastern 
Athletic Conference (NEAC) and NCAA Division III 
championship in late February and early March. 

However, with the COVID-19 pandemic still dictating 
how and when games can be played, the NEAC 
decided in early December not to host a conference 
championship for winter sports during the 2020-21 
academic year. While there will be no conference 
championship, the winter teams at Lancaster Bible will 
still look to compete in non-conference action in late 
January and February. 

Without winter championships, Lancaster Bible is 

currently exploring its NCCAA postseason options 

for basketball and indoor track & field. Stay tuned to 

lbcchargers.com for the latest schedule updates for 

the college’s 20 athletic teams.

The spring teams at Lancaster Bible—which include 

men’s volleyball, baseball, softball, women’s lacrosse, 

men’s golf, men’s and women’s tennis, and men’s 

and women’s track & field—are still hopeful they will 

compete for a NEAC championship in spring 2021. 

These teams saw their seasons canceled midway 

through the 2019-20 academic year. Because they 

play outdoors and do not involve much contact, there 

is hope each of the seasons could be played in some 

fashion in 2021.

Senior Tyler Norris (’21) grabs a rebound during 
the Lancaster Bible College men’s basketball 
intra‑squad scrimmage at Horst Athletic Center 
in early November. / Photo by Amanda Davis (’24)

W
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The new year is the perfect time to review the estate 

plans you have in place and make sure they support 

the things that matter most to you. As you update 

beneficiaries or adjust designations in this new year, 

consider naming Lancaster Bible College | Capital 

Seminary & Graduate School as a beneficiary of your 

will, trust, life insurance policy, IRA or other

retirement vehicle.

When you make a planned gift to LBC | Capital,  

you extend our ability to equip Christian students  

to think and live a biblical worldview.

To learn more, visit lbc.edu/planned-giving
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The fall 2020 semester at LBC | Capital was like no other, but blessings and special memories abounded. 

Graduates and their families celebrated Commencement during a drive-up ceremony at the Lancaster 

campus on Sept. 26. Philadelphia graduates were scheduled to celebrate in-person on Nov. 21, but just 

days before, new COVID-19-related restrictions postponed the gathering for a second time. May and 

December graduates of 2020 from all locations will celebrate together in May 2021.

Josh Saufley (’22) and Josh Kinyanjui (’23) 
pray together during the Oct. 7 Day of Prayer. 

While LBC | Capital was fortunate to have 
relatively few cases of COVID‑19 this fall, 
some students throughout the semester 
were quarantined for a short time. A group 
of caring students, like Abby Reifsneider 
(’22) and Liberty Brouillette (’23), wrote 
notes of encouragement to their friends 
and classmates until they could join the 
LBC family again in person.

- Photo by Kylie Islip (’23)

Students celebrated ChargerFest 2020 
outdoors with food trucks, a photo booth, 
pumpkin carving and tie‑dying. Plus, the 2020 
Homecoming King and Queen, Tyler Norris (’21) 
and Megan Eichelberger (’20), were crowned 
during halftime of the men’s soccer scrimmage.

Fun festivities packed Labor Day weekend on the 
Lancaster campus. A corn hole tournament led up 
to a professional fireworks display. 

This beautiful photo of 
a lit Teague Learning 

Center was taken during 
an outdoor movie as part 
of Weekend of Welcome.

Korri Slamans ( ’23) and Kyli Dowling ( ’24) show off 
their pumpkin‑carving creations at ChargerFest. 

- Photo by Amanda Davis (’24)
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Jonathan Taylor, LBC | Capital Help Desk Manager, 
gets in on the fun of The Extraordinary Give, 
Lancaster County’s largest day of giving, on Nov. 
20. In 24 hours, LBC | Capital raised $215,234 for 
the Community Scholarship Fund —more than 
10% of the annual scholarship goal.

Scenes from the 2020 LBC | Capital 
graduation ceremony on Sept. 26.

From left, Ziyin (Yin) Hu (’23), 
Francis Mensah (’23), Grace 
Law (’23), Nok Yee (Joyce) 
Chai ( ’21), Hui (Siloam) Li ( ’20) 
and Antonella Di Guido (’21) 
sing “Thank You, Thank You, 
Jesus” during the cross‑
cultural Day of Prayer 
on Oct. 7.
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LBC | Capital is in the pre-candidacy accreditation 
process of launching a new Master of Social Work 
(MSW) degree. The fully online master’s degree at LBC 
| Capital will position graduates to serve in leadership 
roles in the fields of social work and professional 
ministry.    

Slated to start under a cohort model in the fall of 
2021, LBC | Capital’s MSW program will uniquely 
prepare students to competently practice within a 
biblical framework. The LBC | Capital MSW program 
focuses on the integration of biblical truth, equipping 
students to serve Jesus as advanced practitioners. 
The blend of online learning and personalized 
residencies with synchronous (active, engaged) and 

asynchronous (at own pace) components offers 
students a flexible and learning-focused education. 

LBC | Capital’s innovative MSW program will have 
options for both graduates of a Bachelor of Social 
Work (BSW) degree (Advanced Standing, 34 credits) 
and individuals desiring to enter the field of social 
work without a BSW degree (Regular Standing, 61 
credits). Specializations will include Clinical Social 
Work and Advanced Child Welfare Practice. To learn 
more about LBC | Capital’s new MSW program or 
to apply, visit lbc.edu/msw. For more information, 
contact CapitalAdmissions@lbc.edu or 717.560.8297 
or Dr. Kurt Miller at kmiller@lbc.edu.

LBC | CAPITAL – WASHINGTON, D.C.,
OPEN HOUSES
Jan. 12 & March 4, 2021

Interested in the degree options available at LBC 
| Capital’s Washington, D.C., location? Mark your 
calendar for two virtual open house events at noon 
Jan. 20 and March 4. Get the details or register at 

lbc.edu/meet-us. 

CHARGER OPEN HOUSES/PREVIEW DAYS
Jan. 16 & Feb. 15, 2021

Available both on-campus and online, this unique 
experience will provide prospective students the 
opportunity to speak with admissions counselors, 
hear from professors, tour campus, ask questions 
to current LBC students and more! Learn more 
or register at lbc.edu/openhouse or contact 

AdmissionsOffice@lbc.edu.

PANEL DISCUSSION: A BIBLICAL 
APPROACH TO RACIAL DIVERSITY
Jan. 26, 2021 

The college will host a panel discussion with Dr. 
Voddie T. Baucham Jr., Dean of Theology at African 
Christian University in Lusaka, Zambia, along with 
other guests on the timely topic of a biblical approach 

to racial diversity. Watch lbc.edu/events for details. 

LANCASTER LEARNS CONFERENCE 2021
Feb. 26, 2021

The Lancaster Learns Conference promotes quality 
teaching and learning by building capacity for 
evidence-based pedagogy and learner-centered 
instruction through collaboration across the 
institutions of higher education within Lancaster 
County and beyond. The 2021 conference will take 
place digitally at a reduced cost of $10. Collaborative 
digital sessions will highlight the superb work 
of Lancaster-area institutions in responding to 

teaching through the pandemic. For information 
and registration, visit LancasterLearns.com or email 
Justin Harbin at ctl@lbc.edu.

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
March 5-6 & 11-13, 2021

“What a glorious feeling!” Catch the 
LBC | Capital production of the musical    romantic   
comedy “Singin’ in the Rain” on March    5, 6, 11, 12 &
13, with both matinee and evening  
performances planned. Watch 
lbc.edu/events for details coming soon.

LBC | CAPITAL –PHILADELPHIA
OPEN HOUSE
April 3, 2021

Discover adult education degree options during an 
in-person or virtual open house at LBC | Capital – 
Philadelphia on April 3. Register at lbc.edu/meet-us.

ATOMA CONFERENCE 2021
April 23-24, 2021

LBC | Capital will host the 2021 Atoma Conference 
for church worship teams and leaders, ministry 
professionals and prospective Music, Worship & 
Performing Arts students. The two-day event, 
highlighting performers such as Paul Baloche, 
Meredith Andrews, Courtney Cherest, Water Within 
and Outpour Worship, will feature several clinics 
and concludes with a worship event involving all 
attendees. Visit atomaconference.com or contact 
Ryan Shenk at rshenk@lbc.edu.

PERCUSSION CAMP
June 22-26, 2021

The Music, Worship & Performing Arts Department 
will host a camp for middle to high school 
percussionists. Contact Brent Behrenshausen at 
bbehrenshausen@lbc.edu for further details.

(All events are subject to  
change due to local and  

federal guidelines regarding  
in-person gatherings.)
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LBC | Capital President Emeritus Dr. Peter W. Teague was recognized 
in December with a 2020 Central Penn Business Journal ICON 
Honor. Winners were selected for their long-standing commitment 
to the mid-state business community and significant professional 
accomplishments through innovation and leadership. ICON Honors 
also recognize these business leaders, age 60 and over, for their 
notable success and demonstration of strong leadership within and 
outside their field.

Teague and the other honorees who have left an indelible mark in 
their fields were celebrated during a virtual event on Dec. 15 through 
multimedia storytelling to highlight their achievements, integrity, 
vision and selfless service that has lifted up the central Pennsylvania 
community. 

“As I have watched and interacted with Dr. Teague over the past 
10 years, this is what I have witnessed: a collaborative visionary, a 
president with a pastor’s heart and a leader who can make tough calls 
but never with a callous spirit,” said LBC | Capital President Dr. Thomas 
L. Kiedis. “Under his leadership, LBC | Capital has experienced record 
growth, made significant campus expansion and forged collaborative 
partnerships. Amid the growth, the success and the accolades, I 
watch him give praise to God and thanks to those around him.”

Teague was president of LBC | Capital from 1999-2020 and at the 
time of his retirement was the third longest-serving president of the 
97 independent colleges and universities in Pennsylvania.

(To read more about the 2020 ICON Honor recipients, visit 

cpbj.com/event/icon-honors.)

       ancaster Bible College | Capital Seminary & 
       Graduate School was named as a top 25 school  
           on the 2021 Best Colleges for Religious Studies 
            in America ranking from Niche.com. 

According to Niche, the Best Colleges for Religious 
Studies list is based on key statistics and student reviews 
using data from the U.S. Department of Education.

LBC | Capital, ranked at No. 25 of 411 schools, joins 
elite colleges and universities such as Harvard, 
Princeton, Duke, Notre Dame, Brown, the University of 
Pennsylvania, Emory and Georgetown on the list. 
A few of the five-star reviews for LBC | Capital on Niche.
com include the following: 

 • “You learn how to apply the biblical Scriptures to every 
aspect of your lives and how you are able to impact 
those in the community.”—Senior 

 • “Lancaster Bible College is a unique and extraordinary 

learning experience with very knowledgeable 

professors who bring you to a deeper understanding 

of the subject.”—Junior

 • “I love Lancaster Bible College, because it is like 

a home away from home. It offers a family from 

administration to students. The academic, athletic, 

arts programs are all great as well.”—Sophomore

 • “I am doing online classes through LBC | Capital, 

and I am only a few classes in but I have loved the 

experience so far. Everyone has been so helpful and 

kind, ready to answer any question I might have. The 

tutoring department has been an excellent resource 

for me many times already. I am so glad I choose 

Lancaster Bible College!”—Freshman 

L
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Share your update by 
visiting lbc.edu/alumni

Attention, alumni! LBC | Capital 
has some exciting things in 
store for 2021! Check out these 
features coming your way:

• A monthly email newsletter 
with notes, features, links and 
more from all locations of 

 LBC | Capital

• A regular podcast featuring 
interviews with LBC | Capital 
alumni as well as friends of 

 the college

• A new series that will look 
back through the years of 

 LBC | Capital and feature 
photos from old yearbooks, 

 as well as other notes from 
years’ past

To make 2021 a great year 
for LBC | Capital alumni, let’s 
reconnect! Send your most 
up-to-date email address to 
alumni@lbc.edu, and we’ll 
make sure you receive all these 
great features! And don’t forget 
to join the LBC | Capital alumni 
Facebook group! Just login 
into your Facebook account 
and search for Lancaster Bible 
College Alumni. 

1960s                           
George D. Pozgar (’64) is working 

on his 14th edition of “Legal Aspects 

of Health Care Administration.” More 

important is the fact that God has 

given him a gift of life. He believes we 

all have a lot to be thankful for in light 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

1970s                          
Dr. Charles McDaniel (WBC ’64 & CBS 

’71) retired in 2020 at the age of 82 

after 56 years in the ministry as pastor-

teacher in six churches in Maryland 

and Virginia. He and his wife, Illa Faye, 

served with missionaries Elton and 

Barbara Cooke in Tanzania, Africa, for 

21 days of service as preacher and 

nurse. They also sponsor two children 

from an orphanage in Arusha, Africa, 

and reside in Reedville, Virginia.

1980s                           
Rev. Kevin Bushart (’84) has been 

appointed as the senior pastor of 

Means Memorial United Methodist 

Church in Andrews, Texas, by Bishop 

Earl Bledsoe. Kevin and his wife, Kim, 

had previously served at First United 

Methodist Church in Hereford, Texas, 

for 11 years. Kevin has ministered in the 

UMC since 1992, serving churches in 

Kentucky, New Mexico and Texas. 

1990s                          
Christopher Jackson (WBC ’95) was 

chosen to serve as the pastor of the 

Mt. Moriah Baptist Church in Knoxville, 

Maryland, effective Oct. 1, 2020. He is 

serving there with his wife, Carolyn 

(Robinson) Jackson, who also 

attended Washington Bible College. 

The installation service is pending due 

to pandemic restrictions.

Julie (Rinehart ’96) Walker is excited 

to be developing a new ministry under 

the Hagerstown Area Pregnancy 

Clinic called the 4:10 Outreach, 

based on Ecclesiastes 4:10. The 

goal is to encourage families in the 

community by meeting practical 

needs and ultimately draw them into a 

relationship with Christ. For eight years, 

she has been dealing with Parkinson’s 

disease. While it is not something she 

ever expected, the Lord is using it in 

great ways. She says, “I didn’t choose it 

... not gonna lose it ... Lord, let’s use it!”

2000s                        
Hannah (Noble ’09) Johnson and her 

husband, Jan, are beyond pleased to 

introduce their firstborn child, a son, 

Nehemiah Elias Johnson, born July 20, 

2020. They are enjoying this amazing 

blessing to the fullest after waiting 

four years for the Lord to answer their 

prayers. They are currently residing in 

Fawn Grove, Pennsylvania, where Jan 

is a safety director for City Light and 

Power and Hannah is a stay-at-home 

mom teaching online courses for 

Harford Christian School. 

Ronita Weise (’09) is serving the Lord 

at the Long Community as an at-

home service aide.

2010s                         
Bill Coder (’11) joined the staff at LBC 

| Capital as a Major Gifts Officer in 

the Advancement Office in February 

2020. He also completed his Master of 

Business Administration from Western 

Governor’s University in July 2020. 

Bill and his wife, Cassie (Slocum ’07) 

Coder, live in Mountville, Pennsylvania, 

with their sons: Linus, 7, and Simon, 2.

Michael (’12) and Michelle (Mosebach 

’13) Yukenavitch welcomed their third 

child, Aiden Michael, into the world on 

June 1, 2020. 

Emily (Taylor ’14) Shuman is loving 

her job at Push The Rock, a sports 

ministry in Emmaus, Pennsylvania. 

M
ic

h
ae

l &
 M

ic
h

el
le

 
Yu

ke
n

av
it

ch
Em

ily
 S

h
u

m
an

H
an

n
ah

 J
o

h
n

so
n

Ju
lie

 W
al

ke
r

C
h

ri
st

o
p

h
er

 J
ac

ks
o

n
R

ev
. K

ev
in

 B
u

sh
ar

t
D

r. 
C

h
ar

le
s 

M
cD

an
ie

l

New Alumni
Features Coming

in 2021!



ECHO 57

She is happy to be using her skills 

and degree in ministry. Emily serves 

as an administrative assistant and a 

sport associate working with various 

programs and in the office. She is 

married to Josiah, and they live in the 

Emmaus area.

Shelby (Geraci ’15) Bowers married 

her best friend, Nathan, in June 2019 

and has since returned to LBC | Capital 

as an online adjunct professor. 

Martha Dixon (’15) has been promoted 

to a new company and position, 

working as a Small Business Liaison 

Officer in the Global Supplier Diversity 

Programs for Northrop Grumman 

Mission Systems.

Danielle (Brown ’16) Ginder welcomed 

a new daughter, Isla, on June 9, 2020.

Heather (Good ’16) Martin and 

her husband, Jonathan, welcomed 

their newest member to their family, 

Magnolia, on Feb. 25, 2020. Heather 

currently works for COBYS Family 

Services as a senior foster care 

caseworker and recently moved with 

her family to East Earl, Pennsylvania. 

Stephanie (Blest ’18) and Albert 

Sampson (’18) were married on Aug. 

21, 2020. It was an absolutely beautiful 

day, and God’s love was evident 

throughout the whole day!

Joel E. Hughes (’19) married his 

high school/homeschool sweetheart, 

Janelle English, a nursing graduate of 

Cedarville University. Joel now works 

as the VP of Operations for OneLife 

Institute and Janelle is a nurse at 

Lancaster General Hospital. 

Peyton (Erb ’19) Taylor married 

her husband, Justin, on Sept. 6, 

2020. They met shortly after Peyton 

graduated from LBC | Capital and began 

dating long distance. Once Peyton 

was relocated for her job in New 

Hampshire, Justin discovered a job 

opportunity in his industry there the 

same week. Eight months later, they’re 

married and living in a small cape in 

northern New Hampshire on a dirt 

road in a historical town.

Lana (Counce ’19) Whaley found the 

love of her life right before 2020 got 

crazy! She and Nick eloped in Colorado 

in September and had a wonderful day 

hiking together and exchanging vows. 

They are so thankful God brought them 

together in His perfect timing.

2020s                          
Smita (Groff ’19) and Jesse Carver 

(’20) were married Sept. 20, 2020. They 

will be living in York, Pennsylvania, and 

serving New Hope Bible Church of 

Seven Valleys, Pennsylvania. 

Sarah Kumher (’20) is the newest full-

time employee as a Legal Advocate for 

the YWCA in York, Pennsylvania. Her 

primary objective is to aid victims of 

domestic abuse as well as victims of 

assault during the process of filing for 

PFAs (Protection from Abuse) against 

their abusers. Sarah graduated from 

LBC | Capital with a bachelor’s degree in 

Criminal Justice and states that being a 

legal advocate is her dream job.

Timothy Jacob Ingle (’20) is currently 

working for Kodak and living in 

downtown Lancaster.
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Bulah O. Dougherty, 87, born in North Carolina and formerly of Landisville, Pennsylvania, passed 

away Oct. 1, 2020. She was married to Kenneth H. “Doc” for 56 years until his death in 2009. A 

graduate of Solanco High School, she attended LBC and was employed as a secretary for various 

companies and the Church of God of Landisville, where she was an active and devoted member. 

She and her husband enjoyed traveling to all 50 states and internationally. She also liked to bowl.  

Ivan W. Sellers (’66), 87, of Lancaster passed away Sept. 28, 2020. He was married to his late wife, 

Shirley, for 64 years. He began working at Armstrong Cork Company in 1950 and took leave to serve 

in the U.S. Army during the Korean War in 1953, during which he earned several medals. He returned 

to Armstrong after his military service and retired in 1993. He was a lifelong member of Mt. Nebo 

UMC and enjoyed spending time with his family, hunting, fishing, gardening, traveling and playing 

on his church’s fast pitch softball team. 

Rev. Thomas “Thom” Smith (WBC ’82), 68, of Hagerstown, Maryland, passed away Oct. 17, 2020. 

Born in Georgia, he was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, serving for 10 years, and pastored First 

Baptist Church of Hagerstown for nearly 20 years. He was a part of several service organizations 

and loved fishing and rooting for the Atlanta Braves. He found his joy in serving the Lord and 

spending time with his family, including his wife, Susan.

Melissa Rae Anderson (’92), 52, of Mount Joy, went to be with her Lord and Savior on Nov. 29, 

2020. She was married to her husband, Garon, for 33 years. She graduated from the Christian School 

of York and later received her bachelor’s degree from LBC | Capital as well as her master’s degree 

in education from the Pennsylvania State University. She loved teaching kindergarten for over 22 

years at the Elizabethtown Child Care Center. She was a member of Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 

Church, Maytown Campus, and enjoyed collecting homemade dolls and white dishes, antique 

shopping and making scrapbooks, as well as camping and ATV riding with her loved ones. 

Tracy L. Garber-Wenger (’94), 48, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, passed away peacefully surrounded 

by her family on Oct. 1, 2020. She was born in Mechanicsburg and was a happy and independent 

woman of strong faith. She unconditionally loved her family and was an avid fan of the Pittsburgh 

Steelers, Baltimore Orioles, Penn State football, NASCAR and dirt track racing at Williams Grove. She 

was previously employed by the Book of the Month Club and URS Corp and was a member of 

Carlisle Evangelical Free Church. 
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              e often use the phrase that       
              the echo of LBC | Capital is 
              heard around the world. I 
think the wonderful stories of our 
alumni you have just read would 
affirm that. 

Just recently, I was 1,200 miles 
away on a ministry assignment for 
the Association of Biblical Higher 
Education. After I got done speaking, 
I was approached by a man who 
asked me if I remembered the 
name of a certain young lady who 
graduated from LBC close to 10 years 
ago. While I certainly don’t remember 
all our graduates, images of this 
young lady immediately filled the 
theatre of my mind! He went on to 
tell me she is happily married with a 
family and serving the Lord with her 
husband in a far distant place. What 
he said next absolutely thrilled my 
heart! 

“My niece loved all four years at LBC. 
She loved the size and atmosphere 
because she got to know all of her 
professors, and to this day she talks 
about the positive influence they 
had on her life! There’s not a day that 
passes that she doesn’t use what she 
learned from her professors.” 

Research shows that when alumni 
are asked what their favorite 
memories of college were, their 
answers never include events but 
always include the people who have 
impacted their life. Never an event—
always a person! 

How grateful we are for the privilege 
and responsibility to impact and 
influence lives who, in turn, will 
someday take what we have taught 
and modeled and pass it on to 
another generation. 

Once again, I was reminded that 
no matter where our travels take 
us, we see firsthand that indeed the 
echo of Lancaster Bible College | 
Capital Seminary & Graduate School 
reverberates around the world.

W

By Dr. Peter W. Teague, 
President Emeritus
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Earn a bachelor’s or associate degree or certificate in less time

than you think. Our adult education programs are designed 

with your busy schedule in mind! In-class courses in Lancaster, 

Philadelphia or Washington, D.C., are just six weeks long, plus, 

you may qualify for life experience credits.

lbc.edu/adult-ed


